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GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 

OF THE 

NEW TESTAMENT. 



John 21 : 24. 



This is the disciple, who testifieth these thiogSi and wrote these 
things ; and we know that his testimony is true. 

This passage asserts the book, in which it is 
found, to have been truly written by St. John. 
Should the assertion be fairly proved by the high- 
est evidence, applicable to subjects of this nature, 
the Genuineness and Authenticity of the whole 
New Testament would, probably, be, by most per- 
sons, acknowledged to be also proved. As the 
Gospel of St. John contains narrations, and doc- 
trines, as surprising and improbable, as any which 
are contained in the other books of the New 
Testament ; as the admission of these will be 
generally allowed to be an admission of those 
also, and will involve difficulties, in the eye of 
human faith, of the same nature, and the same 
magnitude ; and as the same evidence will sup. 
port both alike, few persons, who are wholly per- 
suaded, that the Gospel, attributed to St. John, 
was written, and truly written, by him, will hesi. 
1* 
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6 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 

tata to receive the whole New Testament as an 
authentic account of the life, death, and resur- 
rection, the instructions, institutions, and precepts 
of Jesus Christ* 

Should these observations be allowed to be just, 
it will follow, as the unavoidable consequence, 
that, if the Gospel in question can be proved to 
be a genuine and faithful record of St. John, the 
New Testament is the Word, and Christianity the 
Religion of the Son of God. For the authors of 
the New Testament have declared themselves to 
be inspired by the Spirit of God, with the imer- 
ring knowledge of his hdy pleasure, in all things 
pertaining to life and godliness. 

To the scheme of discourse, hinted above, the 
text most naturally leads. It may, however, be 
advantageous to extend my observations beyond 
these Kmits, and to examine the authenticity of 
the whole volume of the New Testament. All the 
tkodks in this volume stand on the same gromid, 
and are supported by the same arguments. The 
text may, therefore, be fairly viewed as a proper 
thmne of a discourse, designed to authenticate the 
whole. This purpose I diall attempt to accom* 
plish, in the following manner : 
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OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 7 

I. I shall endeavor to shew, that the several 
books in the New Testament, particularly the 
Historical books, were written by the persons, 
whose names they bear. 

II. That the writers were neither deceived, nor 
deceivers. 

III. That their writings have descended, with- 
out any material alterations, to the present time« 

The first of these propositions includes the first 
declaration of the text, extended to the several 
writers of the New Testament. The other two 
propositions, if true, will evince, that the present 
state of the testimony, ascribed in the text to St. 
John, perfectly accords with its original state ; 
and thus enlarges the last declaration of the text 
into a solid ground of faith, for mankind, at the 
present time. 

In support of the first of these propositions — 
That the several books of the New Testament, 
particularly the Historical books, were written by 
the persons, whose names they bear ; it may be 
observed in the first place — That the state of the 
Jews, and of the Romans, as also of other 
nations, so far as it is either cBrectly declared, or 



d by Google 



8 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITr 

alluded to, in these books, is abundantly attested 
by other writers of undoubted authority, and is, 
therefore, truly represented. 

Particularly there were, at the times specified, 
such persons in Judea, as Herod the great, his 
four sons, Herodias, Pontius Pilate, Cyrenius or 
Quirinus, Felix, Portius Festus, Annas, Caiaphas, 
Lysias, John the Baptist, and Drusilla ; who had 
the characters, and situations in life, testified by 
the Evangelists. 

Such writers have also attested, that, at the 
times, and in the places mentioned, there were 
such persons as Augustus, Tiberius, Claudius, 
Nero, Gallio, Sergius Paulus, Cornelius, and 
Aretas ; liviug in the stations, and characters, 
here assigned to them : And, 

That there were such classes of men, as Phari- 
sees and Sadducees, Scribes and Lawyers, Hero- 
dians and Samaritans, of the same characters, for 
principle and conduct, as are here ascribed to 
them. 

These customs of the Jews are also abundantly 
evinced to have existed, at this time, viz : That 
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OF THE NBW TESTAMENT. 9 

they came from the different countries, where they 
lived, to the feasts at Jerusalem ; daily frequented 
the temple ; prayed, at the third and at the ninth 
hour;"' fasted until the morning prayer was ended ; 
were greatly zealous for the law, and for the 
temple ; worshipped in synagogues ; read statedly 
portions of the Old Testament ; practised the vow 
of the Nazarite, shaving their heads ; inflicted 
forty stripes save one ;f allowed and exercised 
furious acts of private zeal for religion ; payed 
tribute to the Romans, and esteemed it a griev- 
ance; had publicans of their own nation, and 
abhorred them, for being in this office ; hated, and 
vehemently persecuted the Christians ; were zeal- 
ous for the Sabbath, circumcision, dec, even to 
bigotry ; and considered the rest of mankind, as 
odious and contemptiUe, with an unexampled 
detestation. 

It is also cleariy proved, that their high priests 
rent their clothes, on extraordinary occasions; 
that the Pharisees and the Sadducees were steady 
and bitter enemies to each other ; that the Jews 
and Samaritans hated each other, to a degree 
wholly singular ; that, out of Judea, the Jews 

* Hence the force of St. Peter's reply, Acts 2:15. 
t Such as that recorded in Acts 23 : 12. 
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10 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 

prayed customarily by the sides of rivers, and 
seas ; that they laboriously made proselytes ; that 
they were astonishingly corrupted in doctrine, and 
in manners ; and that they and the Samaritans, at 
this time, universally and strongly expected the 
coining of the Messiah. 

With equal clearness are we certified, that the 
Roman governor had, in Judea, the power of life 
and death ; that public notifications were in Jeru. 
salem, customarily written in Hebrew, Greek, and 
Latin ; that criminals, under the Roman govern- 
ment, always carried their own crosses ; were 
customarily scourged, mocked, and abused, as 
Christ is said to have been ; that, amcmg the 
Jews, persons were put to death without the city ; 
that burial was not always allowed to malefactors ; 
but that Roman governors might, and usually did, 
allow it ; and that the Jews usually embalmed 
their dead, in the manner recorded by the Evan- 



With the like certainty are we also taught, that 
the Romans examined prisoners by questioning 
and scourging, excepting Roman citizens, who 
could lawfiilly be neither bound, nor scourged, 
especially when uncondemned ; that the Roman 
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OF tHE NEW TESTAMENT. 11 

government gave the power of life and death to 
such officers as Lysias ; heard no accusers, in the 
absence of the accused ; kept accused persons in 
custody, as Paul was kept ; sent prisoners from 
the provinces to Rome, and delivered them to the 
captain of the guard ; and, at that time, generally 
treated all nations, particularly the Jews, and the 
Christians as being Jews, with mildness and 
equity. 

It is also entirely estabUshed, that the temple 
was forty.six years in building ; that Judas of 
Galilee and the Egyptian mentioned by Lysias, 
Acts 21 : 38, existed, and did the things ascribed 
to them ; that Herodias was first married to Philip, 
and then to Herod, his brother ; that John the 
Baptist, was put to death by the same Herod ; 
that the Emperor Claudius banished the Jews 
from Rome ; and that, in his time, there was a 
famine throughout the land of Judea. 

Of the facts and persons ccnmected immediate, 
ly with the purpose of the Gospel, I shall have 
occasion to speak hereafter. 

The writers who have singly testified to some, 
and collectively to all, the things above mentioned, 
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12 OENUINENBSS AND AUTHENTICITY 

are Josephus, Philo, Cicero, Tacitus, Ulpian, Her- 
mogeniaD, Marcian, TertuUian, Celsus, Petronius, 
Dio, Suetonius, and several others. 

The two first of these writers were Jews ; the 
rest, except TertuUian, were Heathens ; and there 
is not one instance, in these testimonies of Jews, 
or Heathens, in which either of them at all intend, 
ed to witness any fact, in favor of the Gospel, or 
of Christians. All of them, who knew any thing 
of Christianity, were decided enemies to the Chris- 
tians, and their testimony, therefore, especially 
when we take into view their personal reputation, 
and their advantages for knowing the things, 
which they assert, is completely satisfactory. 

In few meUiods, could the genuineness of the 
New Testament be more certainly proved^ than 
in this. It is utterly impossible for a writer, deal- 
ing largely in allusion to the customs, and in asser- 
tions concerning the facts, and persons, of a pre- 
ceding age, not to bo betrayed into many mistakes 
concerning them. It is not a little difficult for 
any writer to possess the knowledge necessary to 
avoid such mistakes ; and far more difficult for 
him to form his mind into a train of thinking, ex- 
actly suited to the circumstances of a preceding 
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OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 13 

age, and to keep his attention invariably fixed on 
so complete an object, as not frequeotly to wander 
from truth and propriety. 

Virgil, a man of primary abilities, and vast in- 
dustry, has, in his JSneas, attempted to present 
the world with the manners, proper to the sev- 
eral personages, m^itioned in that woi^ ; and 
undoubtedly designed, that they should, as much 
as might be, suit the age in which those person- 
ages lived. But it is obvious to every attentive 
reader, that the manners of that poem much better 
suit the age in which the writer lived. Yet a 
careful and just representation of manners was 
probably one principal object, in the eye of that 
ingenious poet throughout his work. 

Josippon, or Joseph Bengorion, a writer of the 
tenth, or eleventh century, has undertaken to 
write a History of the Jews, in which he professes 
to have lived, at the time of the destruction of Je^ 
rusalem. This writer, notwithstanding the very 
great pains he has visibly taken, to pass for the 
character which he pix^esses himself to be, has, 
in many instances, betrayed himself; and that so 
far, as to speak of several things which existed 
some centuries afier the time in which he pretends 
to have lived. 

2 



d by Google 



/ 
14 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 

Writers of the first talents, art, and information, 
have ever found this difficulty insurmountable, 
when they have made attempts of this nature ; 
but it must have been peculiarly insurmountable 
by the writers of the New Testament, had they 
been impostors. Their character, education, and 
information, could, in no degree, qualify them for 
a successful imposition of this kind. The truth 
and accuracy with which they have evidently 
written, on the subjects above specified, even in a 
vast number of very minute articles will, to every 
person qualified to judge, appear to be an unan- 
swerable argument of the genuineness of these 
writings. 

2. The books of the New Testament have been 
quoted by both Cathohc and Heretical Christians, 
and also by Heathens, at such periods, and in 
such a manner, as to put their genuineness beyond 
every reasonable doubt. 

The four Evangelists, and the Acts of the 
Apostles, are quoted, in the two first centuries, by 
Justin Martyr, Clemens of Alexandria, and Ter- 
tuUian : 

Matthew, Mark, and Luke, by Clmnens of 
Rome: 
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OF THE NBW TESTAMENT. 15 

Matthew, Mark, and John, by Polycarp, and 
Athenagoras : 

Luke and John, by Theophilus of Antioch, and 
the Epistle of the Churches of Vienna and Lyons, 
and Matthew by Barnabas, and the Acts by the 
above mentioned Epistle. 

Beside the above Christian writers, all the 
Evangelists are quoted by the Emperor Julian, 
a man every way qualified, and inclined, to ex- 
pose the falsehood of these writings, if it existed ; 
and are quoted with the fullest proofs, that he 
had not a doubt of their authenticity. 

All these books are referred to by Hermas, and 
the Recognitions of Clement, and by the Heathen 
Philosophers Celsus and Porphyry : 

Matthew and Mark by Papias, and the Epistle 
to Diognetus ; as John also is by the last men- 
tioned work : 

Matthew, Luke, John, and the Acts, by Igna- 
tius, the Acts of Paul and Thecla, and the Testa- 
ments of the twelve patriarchs : 

Matthew, Luke, and the Acts, by Hegesippus 
and Polycrates : 

Matthew, Mark, John, and the Acts, by Athe- 
nagoras : 
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16 GENUINENESS AND AVTHENnCITT 

Luke and John, by Tatian : 

Luke, by Theophilus of Antioch : 

John, by the Heathen Hiiloeopher Amelius : 

And the Acts, by Justin Martyr and Polycarp. 

The several quotations, here referred to, are 
made in the very words of the Scriptural writers, 
as they have descended to us. The references 
frequently contain several of their words, and 
always the facts, or sentiments, recorded by them ; 
and are made, in a manner, so plain, that the 
reference is usually of equal evidence and author, 
ity with the quotation ; and always, at least in my 
opinion, too evident to allow of a reasonable doubt. 

To the genuineness of the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark, Papias, within fifty-three years from 
the date of the first Gospel, bears express tes. 
timony ; asserting them to be the production of 
the writers supposed. To the Gospel at large, 
Justin Mart3rr, within seventy-seven years from 
its first date, gives the like full testimony ; declar. 
ing it to consist of authentic narrations of Christ 
and his Aposties. Tatian composed a Harmony 
of the four Gospels, one. hundred and nine years 
only, afier the first in order was written ; as did 
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OP THE NEW TESTAMENT. 17 

Basilides,* the Heretic, a commentary, about sixty 
years after the date of the earliest Gospel. — 
IrencBUs, within one hundred and fifteen years, 
Clement of Alexandria, within one hundred and 
thirty-two, and Tertullian, within one hundred and 
thirty-seven years from the same date, yield a full 
and ample testimony to the genuineness of all the 
books under consideration ; as full, I conceive, as 
can be desired or expressed. 

Upwards of seventy other persons, many of 
them of great and deserved reputation for wisdom 
and integrity, are to be numbered, as additional 
witnesses to those whom I have now mentioned : 
all flourishing within one hundred and forty years 
after the writing of St. Luke's Gospel. Most of 
these witnesses yield their testimony by quotations 
^md references, too express to be denied, or 
doubted ; while others, in numerous instances of 
high character, spent much of life in furthering 
the progress of Christianity, and sealed their tes- 
timony with their Mood. 

Ignatius, also, within forty-four, and the Epistle 
to Diognetus, ascribed to Justin Martyr, within 

* Basitides declared, that be was instructed by Glaucias, 
who was taugbt by the Apostles themselves. . 
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18 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 

seventy-seven, Melito Bishop of Sardis, within one 
hundred and fifteen, and Clement of Alexandria, 
within (me hundred and thirty-two years from 
the above date, informs us of a Volume, in which 
these books were collected. 

By these writers, the books in question are 
spoken of in terms of the highest respect ; as the 
word, the preaching of Christ ; as the Scriptures ; 
as the Word of God ; and as divinely inspired. 
Thus, for instance, IrensBUs declares, that they 
were written by the will of God ; that they are 
to mankind the foundation of faith ; and that those 
who wrote them, were inspired with infallible 
knowledge of truth, by the Holy Ghost. Hence 
he concludes, that to despise them is to de&^iso 
God himself. Athanasius also, at a later period, 
after recounting the same books of the Bible which 
we now possess, says : *^ These are the fountains 
of salvation ; in these alone the doctrine of reli- 
gion is taught : let no man add to them or take 
any thing from them*" In general, the sentiments 
of the ancient Christians, in the ardor of respect 
for the Scriptures, appear on almost every page : 
and visibly exceed even the high reverence, in 
which they are now held by those, who expect 
firom them everlastiDg life. 
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In the mean time^ it is to be carefully remarked, 
that the books of the New Testament, are the only 
books, of which they ever speak in this manner. 
All others, they uniformly con^der, as the mere 
efforts of men, and of no authori^ in religion* 
This subject they oilen discuss ; and their decis- 
ion is but one, and delivered in terms of undoubu 
ing confidence. As a full justification of this 
confidence, they inform us, that they received 
these books, by most authentic tradition from the 
Apostles themselves ; the whole of which tradi- 
ti<Mi they were able to trace, and to prove. Ter« 
tullian particularly asserts, in the fiillest manner, 
that, in the several Apostolical churches, the clear- 
est evidence of this authenticity might be obtained ; 
as it had been, by himself, in the church at Rome. 

All these writers flourished, and wrote, within 
one hundred and fifly years after the date of the 
first written book of the New Testament ; and 
were bom twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, and in some 
instances sixty years, before the date here ascribed 
to them. Barnabas, Clement of Rome, Hermas, 
Ignatius, and Polycarp, it is generally agreed, 
were hearers, and companions, of the Apostles 
themselves ; and most, if not all, of those named, 
as of the second century, convened with those 
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who had lived and conversed with the Apostles. 
These writers we^ also of very different educa. 
tions, views, interests, and prejudices ; and were 
inhabitants of Asia Minor, Palestine, Syria, Egypt, 
Crete, Greece, Africa proper, Italy, and Gaul. 
At a time, when the formation of books was so 
laborious, and the acquisition of them so difficult 
and expensive, it is only to be accounted for, from 
the peculiar zeal and reverence -of the early Chris- 
tians for the Scriptures, that the New Testament 
should have been so widely spread, at this early 
period. Nor could the first preachers of Chris, 
tianity have left a fairer proof of their candor, 
piety, and benevolence, than the singular pains 
with which they multiplied, and diffiised, the 
copies of these venerable Oracles. 

In the third century, beginning at less than one 
hundred and fifty years from the date above men- 
tioned, these testimonies, both by quotation and 
reference^ are so multiplied, that they cannot be 
particularly alluded to, in this discourse. It ought 
however, to be observed, that Caius, Julius, Afri. 
canus, Origen, Dionysius Bishop of Alexandria, 
Cyprian, Victorinus Bishop of Pettaw, on the river 
Brave, and Methodius Bishop of Olympus, in 
S3rria, beside many others, all men of talents and 
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integrity, have, together widi FinmHan Bishop of 
CsBsarea, home a very full asd decisive testimony 
to the existence, auth^iticity, facts, and doctrines, 
of the New Testament. Several of these men were 
horn in the second century ; and some of them, 
particularly Origin and Dionysius, were posses- 
sed of the greatest advantages, for knowing the 
whole traditionary", as well as written, history of 
the Gospel, and of its authors, of the facts which 
they have recorded, and of the doctrines which 
they have left, for the benefit of succeeding gen* 
orations. The testimony, which all these writers 
have given to the books in question is as decisive, 
as words can express ; and the quotations, which 
have come down to us, although made for other 
purposes, and never at all designed for this, and 
although a part only of the worios of these writers 
is, in any instance, extant, and although in very 
many instances there is nothing remaining, but a 
few small firagments, are yet so numerous, that a 
large part of the whole New Testament might be 
collected from them. In the remaining writings 
of TertuDian, Clement of Alexandria, and Irenasus 
alone, as Doctor Lardner has observed, there are 
more quotations of the little Volume of the New 
Testament, than those of the whole worka of 
Cicero, greatly and justly as he has been celebra- 
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ted for his superior talents, which are now to be 
found in all the writers of several ages. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, that, in the 
succeeding century, the testimonies, both by quo- 
tation and reference, multiply to such a surprising 
degree, that we find numerous catalogues of the 
books of the New Testament left on record ; gen- 
erally the same which we have now ; and that 
not only great numbers of men of high reputation 
have singly borne this testimony, and in every 
conceivaUe method ; but several Councils have 
also given us their united voice, in support of their 
authenticity, and inspiration. 

I shall now beg leave to call your attention to 
testimony, in some measure, of a different kind : 
the testimony of those, who have been generally 
esteemed Heretics. These men, who more or 
less, departed from the opinions of the Cathohc 
Church, concerning several, Scriptural subjects, 
were under various temptations to lessen or to 
deny, the authority of the New Testament, and 
particularly that of the Historical books. As they 
embraced their peculiar opinions, principally from 
preconceived doctrines of Philosophy, the primary 
source of error, among those who have professed 
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Christianity, they were under muchr the same 
temptations to sacrifice the whole New Testament, 
as to sacrifice the particular parts, which they 
actually rejected. Nevertheless we have sufficient 
assurance, that, even amidst the heat of vehement 
and ill-conducted controversy, they all regarded 
the greater part of this Volume with the highei^ 
reverence ; and have left behind them valuable 
attestations of its genuineness and authenticity. 

Of these men, in the first century, or the begin- 
ning of the second, Basilides with his followers* 
and the Carpocratians ; in the second century, 
Heracleon, Cerdon, the Sethians, Artemon, Her- 
mogenes, Theodotus, M ontanus, Praxeas, Cassian, 
and the Manichees,* appear to have received the 
whole of these sacred writings. Basilides and 
Heracleon commented largely on them ; and the 
five last, in the list here given, quoted them ; three 
of them lai^ely ; and all of this number appear 
to have received them with a respect, probably 
not inferior to that of the Catholics. 

Mark with the M arcosians his followers, Cerin- 
thus, Marcion, Leucius, Apelles, Elxai, and the 

* With regard to these Heretics, I have followed Dr. Lardner, 
in preference to Dr. Mosheiiu. 
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Pmulicians, received, as of diidne autiiorityy the 
greater part of the New Testament The Pauli- 
cians received all^ except the two Epistles of 
Peter ; and these they rejected, merely because he 
had denied Christ. In the mistaking conduct of 
these men, we have a striking attestation to the 
genuineness of the sacred books ; for, ev&a, when 
hardly pressed in controversy, they acknowledge 
the great body of them ; and for the rejection of 
a part, assign, as reasons, their own preconceived 
opinions, and not any proofs of corruption in the 
books, which they reject. Even Marcion, the 
general corrupter of the Bible, and Leucius, the 
general forger of Mse scriptures, have exhibited 
that there were, in their time, the former part of 
the second century, genuine and authoritative 
Scriptures. Otherwise the first could not have 
acted the part of a corrupter ; nor would the last 
have acted that of a forger ; it being impossible, 
on any other suppositicm, that either means, or 
temptations to this conduct should exist. It ought 
here to be remarked, that Origen, who probably 
knew better than any other man,*'and who has 
unquestionably declared what he knew, asserts, 
that, so far as his knowledge extended, the Mar. 
cionites, and Valentinians, and perhe^ Leucius, 
or, as he is sometimes called, Lucanus, were the 



d by Google 



OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 25 

only persons, who had ever corrupted the Scrip- 
tures. At the same time, it ought to be remem* 
bered, that this conduct of these Heretics was 
highly advantageous to Christianity ; as it induced 
the early Christians to scrutinize with singular 
care, and to watch with extreme jealousy, the 
writings of the Apostles. 

This investigation may, perhaps, be considered 
as more closely confined to the Historical books 
of the New Testament, than was originally pro- 
posed. As reasons for this method of treating the 
subject, my readers are requested to observe, 

1. That the suligect would have been otherwise, 
too extensive, to be at all fairly handled, on this 
occasion. 

2. That the very same proofs of quotation and 
reference, as well as almost all the other evidence, 
by which the Historical books are supported, are 
the support, and, as I conceive, equally, of the 
remaining books. No person, therefore, who ad- 
mits the validity of this evidence, for the Historical 
books, will dispute it, as applied to the others. 

3. The Historical books are the foundation on 

3 
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which the others wholly rest. In a theological 
view, therefore, the only view in which any of 
them ever became the subjects of controversy, he 
who receives the Historical books as genuine, will 
find no occasion to question the rest. 

On the evidence here suggested, it may be use- 
ful to remark, that the state of things which I have 
represented, cannot be accounted for, unless the 
genuineness of these books be acknowledged. 
That in so short a time, so many persons, of so 
many and so distant countries, of so different edu. 
cations, habits, prejudices, and views, of so fair a 
character, of so much understanding, without a 
selfish end to aim at, without concert, without a 
design of giving testimony to this point, and with- 
out an apprehension that the genuineness of these 
books either was, or would ever be called into 
question, should yet, in so many instances, to so 
great an extent, and with such high and uniform 
reverence, have thus quoted and referred to them, 
and thus professedly distinguished the^ from all 
others ; that they should have renounced reUgions, 
to which before they were habitually attached, 
even to bigotry, and adopted, from these books, a 
religion totally new, and singular; and finally, 
that upon a faithful conformity to them they should 
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have thus placed all their hopes of salvation, and 
have persisted, through life, in a steady and unex- 
ampled adherence to them, and to the religion 
founded on them» against every earthly hope, and 
with every earthly discouragement ; is not only 
incredible, but, in my apprehension, impossible ; 
on any other supposition than that these books are 
the genuine productions of the Apostles, and au. 
thentic narratives of the life, ^death, resurrection, 
and ascension of Jesus Chbist, and of the labors 
of those Apostles, in propagating the religion which 
he taught to mankind. 

To the observations, already made, it ought to 
be added, that, considering the contempt in which 
the first Christians were held by the Roman Em- 
pire, the testimony to the genuineness of these 
books, which appears in the remaining works, and 
monuments, of Heathens, during the above men- 
tioned periods, is as great as could be reasonably 
expected. Many are the indubitaUe testimonies 
which they have left, not only to facts of the ut- 
most importance to this question, but to the very 
books themselves. Celsus, particularly, is a wit- 
ness of the greatest weight, and in a degree great- 
er than could fairly be hoped, from the smallness 
of his remaining fragments. His undeniable refer- 
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ences to the Historical, and several other hooks 
of the New Testament, are numerous, and made 
within one hundred and thirteen years from the 
date of St. Luke's Gospel. He was a man of 
sense ana learning, — a professed enemy to the 
Christian religion, and a laborious and inquisitive 
champion for Heathenism. His attestations there- 
fore will not be disputed. Those of the Emperor 
Julian, who, after Jiaving received a Christian 
education, and made a Christian profession, pub. 
licly declared himself a Heathen, are of the same 
nature, and in some respects of equal importance* 
It is true, he did not possess so sound an under, 
standing, nor live at so early a period, as Celsus ; 
but he had, from his education, the fullest oppor. 
tunity to become acquainted with the books, and 
the worship of the Christians, and a sufficient one 
to learn the facts, which were their declared foun. 
dation and evidence. At the same time, he had 
all the advantages possible at the period in which 
he lived, to know, and the utmost disposition to 
declare, all the defects of that evidence, and all 
the real, or imagined, weakness in that foundation. 
Yet he has not in the least impeached the facts, 
or weakened their influence. On the contrary, by 
acknowledging the books, because their authen. 
ticity could not be disputed, and confessing the 
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facts, because their reality could not be questioned^ 
he has added his own name to the list of valuable 
witnesses for that Redeemer, whom he wickedly 
denied, and for that system of religion, whose doc- 
trines he has childishly labored to overthrow. — 
On these, and other similar testimonies, I shall 
hereafter make some further observations ; and 
shall only add, in this place, that the edict of Dio- 
clesian, which, in the year three hundred and 
three — ^two hundred and forty years after the date 
so often mentioned— ordered, on the severest pen. 
aides, all Christians to surrender the Scripturesy 
that they might be burned, proves at once that the 
copies of them were exceedingly numerous, and 
widely dispersed, and that this sagacious Emperor 
and his court, were fully convinced of the total 
impossibility of exterminatiDg Christianity, by tor. 
tures, however numerous, protracted, or distress, 
ing, unless they accomplished the destruction of 
the books on which it was founded : a proof of 
the first magnitude, that Christianity rested origin, 
ally on the New Testament. 

II. The testimony of the Historical writers of 

the New Testament, was true : They were neither 

deceived, nor deceivers. The two parts of this 

proposition, J shall take the liberty to consider 

3* 
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either separately or together, as may best conduce 
to their elucidation. 

That they were not deceived with regard to the 
facts which they have related, is evident, in the 
first place ; because they were, in every respect, 
competent judges of them : they had sufficient 
faculties, and sufficient opportunities. 

The facts related in the Gospels, may be all 
comprised under the Ufe, death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Chbist ; and those related in 
the remaining Historical book, under the title of 
it — ^The Acts of the Apostles. 

The faculties necessary to form a competent 
judge of all these facts, are the usual senses of 
men, and that degree of understanding, which we 
customarily term comnxm sense. It will doubt- 
less be understood, that I assert these to be the 
only faculties necessary for this end. Superior 
genius, or great attainments of science, are not 
only not necessary to enable a man perfectly to 
judge of these subjects, but would, in no wise ren. 
der him a better judge, than any other man, pos- 
iessed of the faculties above mentioned. A plain 
man, thus qualified, would, %b perfectly as Aristotle 
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or Sir Isaac NewtoD, know whether Christ lived, 
preached, wrought miracles, suffered, died, ap. 
peared alive afler his death, and ascended to 
Heaven. The testimony of the senses, under the 
direction of common sense, is the deciding, and the 
only testimony, by which the existence of these 
facts must be determined. No man could, better 
than the Apostles, judge whether a man were 
leprous, and restored from his leprosy, by a com. 
mand ; whether Lazarus were dead, and raised 
to Ufe ; and whether Christ walked on the waves. 
Nor could any man with more certainty determine 
whether Christ, after being dead, and buried, ap- 
.peared again alive, talked, moved, ate, instructed, 
comforted, and directed them, rose up from the 
earth, in a cloud, and disappeared ; or whether, at 
their command, the lame were restored to sound<* 
ness, the sick to health, and the dead to life. 
They could, also, as well as the greatest men 
living, know whether Christ taught them the sin* 
gular precepts, and doctrines, recorded in the Gos- 
pels ; and whether he Uved in that perfectly holy 
manner, which they have described. It seems, 
sometimes, to have been imagined, that persons of 
superior talents would have been better judges of 
the facts, related in the New Testament ; but the 
idea cannot be seriously entertained by any person 



d by Google 



d/Z GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 

who has attended to human life. On the contrary, 
plain men, accustomed to active life, usually judge 
of facts with less prejudice and more accuracy, 
than philosophers, whose unfortunate disposition 
to theory and system conmionly and greatly warps 
their judgment from truth. 

The opportunities which the Apostles had of 
observing these facts, were also such, that it is 
difficult to conceive how they could have been 
better* The Apostles were, for more than three, 
probably for more than four years, the constant 
companions of Christ, in his most retired, as well 
as in his most public hours. They saw, they 
heard, they knew, every thing ccmceming him, so 
far as respects the present subject. Had they 
discovered the least failing in him, it must have 
destroyed his whole character, in the eye of per- 
sons who thought him the Messiah ; and had there 
been the least failing in him, they must have dis. 
covered it. 

They were the daily witnesses of his miracles ; 
not of one, two, or twenty, but of multitudes : 
accomplished invariably, as oflen as occasions 
presented themselves; and with as much ease 
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and certainty as accompany the most ordinary 
occurrences of life. 

Afler his resurrection, they had every advan- 
tage which could exist, for knowing whether he 
appeared alive. Nine times he appeared to some 
or other of them ; and twice to the women who 
went to his sepulchre. He ate, he conversed with 
them, and instructed them, and gave various other 
proofs of his resurrection, which no man in his 
senses, and in the like circumstances, either would 
or could dispute. 

The power which he promised them, of work- 
ing miracles, was, in that promise, extended 
through Ufe. Of the fulfilment, they had all pos- 
sible opportunity, as well as capacity, to judge. 
If the promise failed of fulfilment, the charm was 
in a moment dissolved, and the dream at an end* 
This, it is to be remembered, must have happened, 
whether they were disposed to it or not. For, afl 
they published the promise to mankind at an eaily 
period, they put their own character, and that of 
their Master, wholly at hazard ; and if the promise 
were not publicly and evidently fiilfilled, the impos- 
ture, whether acknowledged by them or not, must 
have been easily detected by their fellow men. 
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2. They believed in Christ against aU those 
motives which usually govern mankind. 

When the Apostles first addicted themselves to 
Christy they possessed, in a riveted degree, the 
Jewish ideas of a temporal^ glorious^ conquering* 
reigning Messiah. This prejudice they plainly 
held, until the day of P^itecost. It is most won. 
derful, that with this prejudice, they should have 
listened to him at all; for nothing could be more 
contrary to his real character ; nor could any 
thing more unfit them for beUeving in a Messiah 
lowly, despised, and persecuted. The only ration- 
al method of accounting for this fact, is, that he 
shewed himself to be a person as extraordinary as 
he is described to be in the Go^els. This in. 
doced them to attach themselves to him at first ; 
1^ the strong persuasion which they cherished, 
that he would assume his proper character of 
secular splend<»r and dominion, contributed to pro- 
long their attachment. In his true character they 
believed, from necessity and irresistible conviction 
only, with a slow progress and a reluctant sub. 
mission to evidence. All their prejudices were 
visibly and steadily at war with his declarations, 
and, from time to time led them to neglect, or to 
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disbelieve many of his most important commmu- 
cations. 

But, on the day of Pentecost, this mystery was 
unfolded to them at once. From that period all 
their preceding hopes vanished. From that period 
they cheerfully assumed to themselves the lot of 
poverty and shame, coolly prepared for uniform 
opposition and contempt, and advanced to meet 
persecution, danger, and death, with a constancy 
which no enemy could alarm, and no power des- 
troy. Could we so far forsake every dictate of 
reason as to suppose them deceived at first, it is 
wholly impossible that they should not have awa- 
ked from the delusion, at the rousing calls of ob- 
loquy and infamy, of the prison and the cross. 

It is here carefully to be remembered, that all 
these evils were uniformly predicted to them, by 
their Master. From him they learned, and be- 
lieved, that, in following him, they must give up 
every earthly expectation; must bid adieu to 
(nends, and country, to peace, and competence, 
to the hope of a settled home, and the pleasures 
of an affectionate family ; must wander through 
the world hated, afflicted, and tormented; and 
must end this gloomy career of life with all the 
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miseries, devised by ingenious and malignant per* 
secution. With this melancholy prospect, often 
caUed up to view, their ministerial life was begun ; 
and by the severe sufferings, which filled up this 
prospect, it was accompanied to the end. 

Enthusiasm has been often objected to the 
Apostles, as one method of accounting for their 
adherence to Christ, and of lessening the force of 
their testimony. This, it is presumed, has been 
done merely because it was the only method of 
filling a chasm in the system of InfideUty ; for 
there is not the least appearance of enthusiasm in 
their character, as it is given to us, either by them, 
selves, or by others. Never were persons less 
fairly exposed to such an objection. There is 
nothing in the nature of Christ's hfe, preaching, 
or miracles, which could be the object of enthusi- 
astical belief, or which could furnish a ground for 
enthusiastical attainment. On the contrary, as 
has been already observed, to receive him as the 
Messiah, required, on their part, a complete sac- 
rifice of every prejudice, and to adhere to him, of 
every interest. Throughout their whole attend, 
ance upon his ministry, they discovered a contin- 
ual opposition to all the peculiar charactenstics, 
which, as the Messiah, he discovered,- and were 
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almost daily, with the greatest justice, reproved 
by him, as being pf little faith. 

But enthusiasm is weakly alleged, for the pur- 
poses of Infidelity, even if we should against plain 
certainty, allow the Apostles to have possessed 
this character. Enthusiasm would in no respect, 
account for the things for which it is alleged. 
Enthusiasm could not possibly make its votaries 
believe, that a man was bom blind, and lived blind 
for twenty years, and then at a command, received 
his sight ; that men were encrusted with the lep. 
rosy, white as snow, and, in a moment, werex^han- 
ged into the usual healthful appearance of the 
human person ; and that themselves, with eight or 
len thousand others, had eaten to the full of five, 
or seven loaves, and a few little fishes. Enthu. 
siasm could, in no wise, persuade any person, 
otherwise possessed of conmion sense, that Christ 
daily and always performed these and the like 
wonderful works, at his pleasure, in the most pub- 
lie manner, and so as to convince and alarm the 
whole country of Judea ; that he taught things 
different firom all which had been before taught, 
and wholly superior to all preceding doctrines of 
men ; and at the same time, enabled that person 
actually to remember the things themselves, and 
4 
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the words in which they had heen communicated, 
and to record them for the inspection of others. 
In a word, to say nothing of the total insufficiency 
of enthusiasm to bear men above a whole life of 
uniform suffering, opposition, want, and wretch- 
edness, it could never persuade any tnan, that, 
through a long period, he himself was able, with 
a word, to heal the sick, to restore the lame, and 
to raise the dead, in the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth. For these, and the like effects^ the cause 
assigned is wholly inadequate ; and, but for a 
peculiar spirit of opposition to Christianity, would 
never, even in the present case, have been sug- 
gested by any man who had the least acquaintance 
with the human character. 

Thus it is, I presume, sufficiently evident, that 
the Apostles were not deceived. 

That they were not deceivers, or impostors, 
will, I trust, be rendered equally evident, by the 
following considerations : 

1. Had they been inclined to deceive, it was 
impossible that they should ever have accomplish- 
ed such a design. The facts which constitute the 
sum of their information to mankind, and the 
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foundation of the whole Christian system, were, 
according to their own representations, of the most 
public notoriety. They directly declare to the 
Jews, that they, in numerous and successive in. 
stances, were witnesses of these facts equally 
with themselves. To the knowledge, which their 
countrymen possessed, of these facts, as having 
been eye and ear witnesses of them, they boldly 
and steadily appeal; and on this knowledge 
ground those arguments of conviction, and per- 
suasion, which produced such effects, as never 
were before or since produced by arguments. — 
This is, indeed, very singular conduct for impos. 
tors to pursue, and may with confidence be assert. 
ed4o have existed in no other case of imposition* 
Nothing is more evident, than that if the Apostles 
designed to impose on their countrymen, they 
could not have adopted more obvious, or more 
effectual means to defeat the design, at its very 
^ commencement. In a word, if the Apostles are 
believed, in such conduct as this, to have aimed 
at imposition, they cannot, by those who entertain 
this belief, be vindicated from the character, either 
of idiocy, or of phrenzy ; and one of these must, 
probably, in the eyes of all persons who delibe- 
rately attribute to them such a design, be their 
real character. 
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2. If the Apostles were deceivers, they were 
deceivers against all those motives, which, in 
cases of this nature, have hitherto influenced the 
human race. 

All men, who are not wholly deprived of rea- 
son, invariably act with a view to some good, 
which they expect by acting to obtain. This 
maxim is as certain, and as acknowledged, as that 
all bodies gravitate. Arguments are therefore 
founded on the first of these truths, as firmly, as 
on the last. The Apostles, then, if deceivers, un- 
doubtedly expected some good from the deceit. 
But what good could men expect, in the present 
life, from opposing, without any foundation to rest 
on, the religion of their country, which, at the 
same time they acknowledged to be enjoined by 
God ? What, from opposing the religions of the 
whole human race 1 What, from asserting a des. 
pised and crucified man to be the Son of God, 
and the author of a new and most interesting 
Revelation of his will ; when they knew that 
themselves, and all who -had been acquainted with 
him, also, knew, that he had given no probable 
evidence of meriting this character ? What good 
could they expect from asserting themselves to be 
possessed of the power of working miracles in his 
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name, and from professing their ability and readi- 
ness to work miracles, of the utmost importance 
and publicity, when they certainly knew that they 
possessed no such power ? 

Admitting, however, this palpable absurdity, ia 
it possible that they should expect any good 
from this profession, after they had made the ex- 
periment, and had in every instance failed ? For, 
in this case, they must have failed in every in- 
stance. What could they expect, — what could 
they receive, but uniform contempt, and entire 
infamy ? 

It is in vain here to assert that there have been 
parallel instances. Until Infidels shall produce 
at least one parallel instance, it may be confidently 
asserted, that none has existed. As to those 
which they have hitherto alleged, they ought to 
blush whenever they recollect them ; for, it is 
presumed, that, with all the extravagant and sin- 
gular prejudices manifested by them against Chris- 
tianity, they cannot but see, both from the nature 
and the pubUcity of the miracles of the Gospel, an 
entire and irreconcileable difierence between their 
own workers of miracles, and the Apostles. 
4* 
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In the future world, the Apostles, if deceivers, 
could certainly expect no good. In this case, 
they cannot be supposed to have believed in eiUier 
the character or the declarations pf Christ. All 
his promises to them of future and eternal happi- 
ness, if he be supposed to have made any, must, 
in their view, have been idle tales. Hence, if 
they expected any good in the future world, they 
must have expected it merely as the reward of 
their deception. But can it be imagined, that any 
man could expect future, everlasting happiness, 
especially in that future world, and from the hands 
of that God, whom they have described, as the 
reward of a lie, or rather of a life spent in lying ? 
Can a Jew have formed such expectations, with 
the Old Testament in his hands ? Above all, can 
those men have formed such expectations, who 
forbade to do any eviZ, that any good might come, 
on pain of damnation ; and who declared, that 
uihosoeoer Ixmeth or maketh a lie shall be cut off 
from all future good ? 

It is unnecessary to add any thing under this 
head, further than to observe, that arguments of 
this nature are allowed, by Mr. Hume himself, to 
have the same force with those which are founded 
on natural causes. In his Essay on Liberty and 
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Necessity, he observes — " When we consider how 
aptly natural and moral evidence link together, 
and form only one chain of argument, we shall 
make no scruple to allow, that they are of the 
same nature, and are derived from the same prin- 
ciples." 

3. It is incredible that wicked men, such as 
impostors of course are, should have aimed at 
objects, visibly aimed at, throughout the New 
Testament. 

The whole end singly aimed at in the New 
Testament, is manifestly to make mankind virtu, 
ous. The history, doctrines, precepts, and ordi* 
nances, unitedly urge men to nothing but piety to 
God, a reasonable government of themselves, and 
justice and benevolence to each other. Can an 
impostor be imagined to aim at this end? On 
what grounds, can he be supposed to labor for 
this purpose, through a life encircled with daily 
and extreme distress, and voluntarily, and with 
undoubting prescience, to meet a violent and igno- 
minious death? I leave Co Infidels to explain the 
mystery, to unfoM the principles, and to reconcile 
the purpose with the character. 
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4. The Apostles lived so as no deceiver ever 
lived. 

The Apostles not only appear to have been 
virtuous men, but have been generally acknowl- 
edged fairly to claim high distinction in the list of 
the virtuous. To establish this distinction nothing 
more is necessary, than to compare them with 
Philosophers in general, particularly with Infidel 
Philosophers. Let them be compared, for in- 
stance, with Bolingbroke, Hume, Voltaire, and 
Rousseau, and there will be found not a near re- 
semblance, but, in most respects, a striking con- 
trast. Nor are they totally superior to Infidels 
alone ; but to men of virtjae and piety. In the 
most exact, sublime, refined, and enduring virtue, 
they stand alone, and very remote from any rival. 
How is such a character to be reconciled with a 
life of imposture ? 

5. An imposition committed to so many per. 
cons could not have escaped detection. 

The number of the Apostles, including Matthias 
and Paul, was thirteen, and that of their coadju. 
tors, though unknown, was evidently much greater. 
Seventy were commissioned, as preachers, by 



d by Google 



OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 46 

Christ, and many more by the Apostles. Perhaps 
there never was any plot committed to such a 
number of persons, without detection ; even where 
it respected a single action, existed for a little 
period,' and was not extorted by any distressing acts 
of violence. But here the secret, if we suppose a 
secret to have existed, was a design, the most 
complex^ and the most extensive, which ever en- 
tered into the human mind ; and the prosecution 
of it was extended through life 'and embittered 
with opposition, hatred, want, and in&my. Yet 
no one of the number ever discovered it, although 
they had firequent and zealous contentions, and 
although none gained, and all suffered by the con- 
cealment. Not a hint of this nature is given, nor 
a suspicion warranted, by the whole testimony of 
antiquity. Would an opinion fraught with such 
increduUty, as attends that which is here com- 
bated, be admitted, or even suggested on any other 
subject ? 

At the same time, it is to be remembered, that 
their understanding and information in human pol- 
icy was too confined to allow of such concealment, 
even if, in other circumstances it had been possible. 
They were all plain men ; like the farmers and 
mechanics of this country, only far less informed. 
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Such men, limited wholly and of necessity to their 
own narrow circle of business, to provide subsist- 
ence for themselves and their families, cannot be 
believed, in that business, to have imbibed so pro- 
found a policy, or arts of such complete and saga- 
cious imposition. 

From these arguments it appears incredible that 
the Apostles were deceivers. It may, however, 
not be improper to suggest the following reasons 
to prove, that they were neither deceivers, nor 
deceived : 

1. They published the prophecy of Christ, con- 
cerning the destruction of Jerusalem, several years 
before that event took place. 

The three first Gospels in which that event is 
predicted, were pubhshed as early, at least as the 
year sixty-four ; and Jerusalem was taken, by 
Titus, on the eighth of September, in the year 
seventy. This prophecy contains so minute and 
explicit a description of the event, .under conside- 
ration, with regard to persons, time, and circum- 
stances, as to exclude the possibility of any material 
mistake. The Evangelists, therefore, in giving 
this prediction to mankind, put their Master's 
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character, and their own, together with the whole 
Christian cause, on the issue. If the prediction 
were not exactly fulfilled, all fell at once. This 
they could not but know ; and plainly, therefore, 
could not, unless they fully believed the prediction, 
have published it to the world. But, if they were 
deceivers, they could not have believed it. The 
consequence is obvious and undeniable. 

That they were not deceived, with regard either 
to the prediction, or the character of Christ, is, 
with like evidence, proved by the fulfilment of the 
prediction : a fulfilment so exact and entire, as to 
remove every doubt ; especially when it is re- 
membered, that the historian, who, from his own 
knowledge and presence, has confirmed this truth, 

was a Pharisee. 

■J 

2. This proposition is evidenced by their total 
inability, of themselves, to form, and to fill up such 
a character, as that of Jesus Christ. 

To form a perfect character, and to fill it up 
with such traits, as to make it appear like a real, 
living, acting being, or like one who has really 
lived and acted in the world, and to give it proper 
and characteristical sentiments and manners, is 
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perhaps, as hard a taak as was ever undertaken by 
the human genius. Virgil, one of the greatest 
geniuses, and one of the wisest men of Heathen 
antiquity, has attempted it, in his JSneas. With 
his success my readers are sufficiently acquainted. 
iEneas, in the hands of this great master of fine 
writing, is not only a spiritless and unatniable per- 
son, but is tinctured, throughout, with grossness 
and immorality. The Heathens, indeed, have not, 
in their poetry, exhibited one amiable character, 
because, as is justly observed by the author of the 
Rambler, they were unacquainted with Revelation. 
They had no virtuous models from which to copy ; 
and like other men, were wholly unable to form 
such a character by mere imagination. Their 
morals were so gross and their conceptions of 
virtue so imperfect, that the proper features of 
such a character appear not to have entered their 
conception. 

But what Virgil could not perform each of the 
four Evangelists has in the most finished manner 
performed. The character of Jesus Christ is 
wholly that of a real, living, acting person ; as 
distinct as that of Hamlet, or Achilles. At the 
same time, it is a character of finished perfection. 
All the parts of it are suited entirely to each 
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Other, and united, constitute, beyond coinparison, 
the fairest image of pure, uniform, and exalted 
virtue, which ever entered into the human mind. 
The piety, the benevolence, the wisdom, the in. 
tegrity, the loveliness of the Redeemer, have had 
no rival, no second, even in the highest efforts of 
the noblest imagination. His doctrines visibly 
excel all other doctrines ; his precepts triumph 
over all other moral rules ; and his conduct leaves 
out of comparison every human example. Not- 
withstanding the best and wisest of mankind have 
laboriously imbibed his wisdom, and studiously 
formed themselves by his precepts, he still stands 
alone ; the meridian sun, in whose presence every 
little luminary ^' hides its diminished head." 

On this subject there is no dispute, as there 
can be no doubt. Almost all the wise men, who 
have lived since the Christian era, and all the 
virtuous, have united in this sentiment ; and far 
more of such men than the whole earth has pro- 
duced besides, have diligently studied Uie books 
in which the history of this glorious Person is 
contained ; and they have, with one voice, agreed, 
that the wisdom manifested in them is from Hea- 
ven, and that the Author of it is the Son of God. 
5 
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In the mean time, his instructions and character 
have wrought in the world the greatest change 
which it has ever experienced, and become the 
source of aimost all the just, moral sentiments, and 
amiable moral conduct, which have existed, since 
this history was first published, in the Gospel. 
The excellence and pre-eminence of his character 
is, therefore, fully estabhshed, and has been ac- 
knowledged by many Infidels, beside Rousseau. 

Could such a character be the result either of 
enthusiasm, or of deceit ? Whence had the Apos- 
ties such ideas ? How were mechanics and fish- 
ermen enabled to accomplish what none of the 
human race, beside them, has ever accomplished 1 
Can we suppose the fishermen of Judea to have 
been so totally superior not only to the fishermen, 
but to all the wise and learned men, of every other 
country ? 

3. If we allow this absurdity to have existed, 
we shall still be wholly unable to account for their 
I forming such a character, as that of Christ. 

The Apostles have given us the character of 
the Messiah. This Person they, with their Vhole 
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nation, expected to appear, in circumstances of the 
highest temporal grandeur and dignity. With 
this preconception firmly riveted, the Apostles 
cannot be supposed to have departed, without 
some adequate cause, from all their preceding 
ideas of this splendid Personage, and to have form- 
ed a character of him so greatly reversed, as that 
which they have actually formed. Nor can any 
cause be conceived to be an adequate one, unless 
of equal magnitude with that, which themselves 
have left upon record. Nothing less than the 
evidence of their own eyes and ears will account 
for this fact. They must have thoroughly known 
the person, to be able to describe the character, 
and by irresistible conviction have been forced to 
renounce all their former prejudices, to be willmg. 

4. The truth of the Apostles' testimony is evin- 
ced by the attestations of their enemies to the 
principal facts, which they record. 

The testimony of Judas to the whole character 
of Christ, especially his moral character, may be 
fairly esteemed decisive. 

Judas had every advantage for knowing the 
whole character and conduct of Christ, and every 
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conceivable temptation to publish whatever was 
defective in it. If he preached not the wiadoniy 
if he wrought not the miracles, if he practised not 
the virtues, professed by himself, and attributed to 
him by others, Judas could not have been ignorant 
of the failure, nor have neglected to publish the 
imposition. But, while his temptations operated in 
the highest degree, he has not only accused him 
of nothing, and direcUy declared him innocent ; 
but by accomplishing, at this trying period, his 
own death, has given the clearest proof that, in 
his view, Christ was what he professed to be ; a 
preacher of truth, a perfect example of holiness, 
the author of the most wonderful miracles, and, 
in a word, the Son of God. 

The Jews were generally most bitter enemies 
to Christ. His miracles and life were exhibited 
to them daily, in such a manner as to enable them 
competentiy to judge of both. If it could have 
been done with a shadow of pretence, they must, 
therefore, have denied his miracles, and aspersed 
his character. A few instances of such aspersicm 
are recorded in the Gospel ; I need not mention 
how groundless, or how contemptible. Similar 
aspersions, if possible more groundless and more 
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contemptible, are handed down in the Mishna,'*' 
and in the Talmud. Generally they dared not to 
call his character at all in question, until long 
afler the establishment of Christianity throughout 
the Roman Empire ; as I shall soon evince, by a 
passage from Origen, which I conceive fairly to 
decide this question. His miracles they denied 
neithei* in the Gospels, nor in the Mishna and Tal- 
mud ; but acknowledged their existence fully ; 
attributing them^ in the one, to a concert with Beel- 
zebub, and, in the other to magic, which they as- 
sert him to have learned in 'Egypt. In the mean 
time, these last mentioned books, written with the 
most malignant opposition to Christianity, give 
attestation to the existence of Christ, as the Author 
of a new Rehgion, and as a worker of miracles ; 
to the state of the Jews, as described in the Go8« 
pels ; to his disciples, as having followed him, 
and wrought miracles in his name ; to the des- 
truction of Jerusalem ; to the rise and the preva. 
lence of Christianity ; and to the constancy of the 
Christians, in its early periods. 

* Mishna, a Collection of Jewish traditions made by Rabbi 
Jebuda, about the year one hundred and eighty:— -Talmud, a 
Commentary on the Mishna. There are two Talmuds, the 
Jerusalem Talmud, and the Babylonian. . 
5* 
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Among the Heathens, whose hatred to Chris- 
tianity needs not to he specified (beside the testi* 
mony asserted by Justin Martyr and Tertullian, to 
be contained in the Acts of Pilate, the existence 
and authenticity of which cannot, it is presumed, 
be fairly disputed,) Tacitus, the Roman Historian, 
whose character as a writer requires no remarks, 
and who flourished about the year one hundred — 
thirty-six years after the Gospels of Matthew and 
Mark were written — declares the time, name, 
country, and character of Christ, as the Author qf 
the Christian Religion ; bears witness to his trial, 
and death, under Pontius Pilate, procurator of 
Judea, and to the expectation of the Messiah by 
the Jews ; and records the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, together with the principal events which at. 
tended it ; the great numbers of Christians, at this 
eady period existing m Rome, Judea, and other 
places ; and the terrible persecution of them, by 
Nero. 

The same things, generally, are testified by 
Sulpicius, Anno four hundred. 

The banishment of the Jews, from Rome, by 
Claudius, is asserted by Suetonius, Anno one hun- 
dred and ten ; as is also the destruction of Jem- 
salem. 
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The Emperors Trajan, Anno one hundred and 
seven, and Adrian, Anno one hundred and sevens 
teen, testify several interesting things concern- 
ing the Christians ; particularly their great num- 
bers, innocence, and constancy. 

Pliny, Anno one hundred and seven, beside the 
things just mentioned, informs us, that the Chris, 
tians steadfastly opposed idolatry ; worshipped in 
assemblies on the Lord's day ; sung hymns to 
Chbist, as a God; held agapoe, or feasts of 
charity ; had church officers ; and engaged, by 
oath, to commit neither thefl, robbery, nor adul- 
tery, nor ever to falsify their word, nor to betray 
any trust. 

Celsus, the famous Epicurean philosopher and 
bitter champion for Heathenism against Christi- 
anity, Anno one hundred and seventy-six, one hun- 
dred and thirteen years after the first written Gos- 
pel, testifies beside the things already mentioned, 
that there were books, written by the disciples of 
Chnst, containing an account of his life and 
actions, his own discourses and words ; particu- 
larly several predictions of his ; his name Logos, 
or the Word of God ; his genealogy, and that of 
Mary» his mother. He further testifies, that he 
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was bom of a Virgin, and was reputed to be the 
son of a carpenter ; that the Chaldeans were re- 
ported to have come and worshipped him, when 
he was an infant ; that Herod the Tetrarch, being 
informed of this, ordered all, who had been bom 
in that village, about that time, to be killed, intend- 
ing to kill him, lest he should afterwards take the 
govemment ; that he was carried into Egypt, lest 
he should be killed ; that Angels were sent, on his 
account ; that he was baptized by John ; that the 
Holy Ghost descended on him in the shape of a 
dove ; that a voice from Heaven, declared him to 
be the Son of God ; that he was very poor ; went 
about from place to place ; took to himself ten or 
eleven abjects, or low people ; healed diseases ; 
and raised the dead ; fed multitudes with a few 
loaves, of which large fragments were left ; was 
called a Nazarsene ; represented himself as sent 
to call not the righteous, but sinners to repentance ; 
forbade the anxious pursuit of riches ; exposed 
the difficulty of obtaining immortal life by the 
rich ; was called upon to show a sign in the tem- 
ple ; was deserted, denied, and betrayed, b}i his 
companions ; was derided, clad in a purple robe, 
crowned with thorns, had a reed put into his 
hands, thirsted, and had gall and vinegar given to 
him; that blood flowed from hi8 side; that he 
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died a shameful death, and was reviled at his 
death ; that he foreknew, and foretold his suffer- 
ings ; rose again from the dead ; shewed himself 
to a woman, and to several others ; shewed the 
marks of the nails ; breathed on his disciples ; 
was the first Author of the Christian persuasion ; 
taught the doctrine but a few years before Celsus 
wrote ; was at that time esteemed superior to An- 
gels, reckoned to be the Son of God, and called a 
God ; and that one Angel, and, in another place, 
two, were said to appear at the sepulchre of Jesus. 
Cebus also testifies further, that the Doctrine of 
the Resurrection of the body, and of a future, im- 
mortal life, founded on the life, death, and preach- 
ing of Christ, was recorded by his disciples ; that 
many Jews believed on him, and forsook the wor- 
ship of their own country ; that his followers were, 
at first, few in number, and of one mind ; that 
they afterwards became numerous, spread abroad, 
and were divided in opinion ; that they customa- 
rily met together in assemblies, and there taught 
things agreeable to their sentiments; that they 
were forbidden to partake in idol-feasts, and re- 
fused to join in idol-worship ; and that the Jews 
were punished for the crucifixion of Jesus. 

Julian, who was possessed of most of the leam- 
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iDg of his age, who had the education of a Ohriff- 
tian, and the malice of an apostate, and whose 
testimony, therefore, will not be suspected, declares 
that Christ was bom in the reign of Augustus, and 
at the time of the taxing, or enrolment, made by 
Cyrenius, or Qmrinus ; that the Christian ReUgion 
arose in the time of Tiberius and Claudius ; that 
the Historical books of the New Testament were 
genuine and authentic ; that they were the only 
Historical books, acknowledged, as of sacred au- 
thority by the Christians, and the only authentic 
memoirs of Christ and his Apostles ; that the Gos- 
pels were written as early^ as is generally be- 
lieved ; and particularly, that John's, the last, was 
written soon after the death of Peter and Paul. 
He also testifies, that Christ cured the blind, the 
lame, and the possessed, rebuked the winds, and 
walked on the waves ; that there were multitudes 
of Christians in Greece, and in Italy, before John 
wrote his Gospel ; that, beside persons in humble 
life, Cornelius and Sergius Paulus were . Chris- 
tians ; and that Peter and Paul were the great 
preachers of Christianity.* 

* Julian aimed to 6verthrow the Christian Religion, but has 
cbnfinned it His arguments against it are perfectly harmless, 
and insufficient to unsettle the weakest Christian. 

Lardner, 
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The testimonies of Porphyry and Hierocles are 
also, in several respects, of considerate value. 
It is greatly to be regretted that so small a part 
of their works, especially those of Porphyry, is 
now remaining. From the scope of them, so far 
as we are informed, they would have furnished a 
highly interesting testimony to the Scriptures. A 
minute account of their remaining testimony can- 
not now be given ; but it ought to be observed, 
that they, together with Celsus and Julian, ac- 
knowledge the genuineness and authenticity of 
these books ; and miserably evade the force of 
the argument, from the miracles of Christ and his 
Apostles, by attributing them to magic. 

There are, also, still remaining, many other 
useful Heathen testimonies, which cannot now be 
particularly mentioned. 

From those which have been mentioned, the 
conclusion appears to be fairly drawn, that the 
Apostles have given a true testimony to mankind. 
From Celsus, especially, do we derive decisive 
evidence of this truth. It is not here designed 
to represent this Philosopher, as receiving these 
things, in the manner in which we receive them. 
In this case he must have been a Christian. But 
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he considered them, as the acknowledged repre- 
sentations of the Evangelists, eye and ear wit- 
nesses of the things which they declared ; repre- 
sentations, in his own time, universally received 
by Christians, and never impeached. It ought, 
however, to be here observed, that Origen declares 
Celsus to have, by insinuation, aspersed, in some 
degree, the character of Christ, though with noth- 
ing infamous ; and to have been the only person, 
of whom himself had ever heard, as having as« 
persed him at aH. This declaration of Origen 
may be esteemed a full proof of the perfect spot- 
lessness of Christ's character, from his death to 
the time of Celsus : for Origen could not but 
know, and has undoubtedly declared the truth. 

J5. The truth of the Apostles' testimony is proved 
in a peculiar manner, by several important idsti* 
tutions, and memorials of interesting facts, which 
they have recorded. These institutions and me- 
morials are, 

1. Baptism: 

2. The Lord's Supper, instead of the Paaiover : 

3. Hie First day Sabbath, instead of the 
Seventh day Sabbath : 
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4. The ChristiaD-worship, instead of the Tem- 
ple.worship : 

5. The Christian Church, instead of the Jewish : 

6. Invocation of Christ, as God ; and also In- 
vocation in his Name. 

On these it is to be observed generally, that 
the first Christians, among whom these institutions 
and memorials were originally established, were 
Jews, and were also numerous; as the New 
Testament, smd Heathen, Jewish, and Christisfcn 
Antiquity unitedly declares. By Jews, therefore, 
they were first received. This being premised, I 
would further observe, 

1. These Jewish institutions were estabUshed 
in the law of Moses, acknowledged by all the 
Jews, by the Apostles, and by Christ himself, to 
be the Word of God ; and were, therefore, of un- 
questionable, divine authority. 

2. They were sanctioned by the example of 
their prophets, priests, and kings ; and by a Na- 
tional adherence of many centuries ; even from 
the commencement of their national existence, to 
the time of the Apostles' mission. 

6 
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3. They were sanctioned by the p^ial l«w» of 
Moses ; so that to fail of the commanded adher- 
ence to them was punished with excision. 

4. They were sanctioned by Christ's uniform 
observance of them, and by that of his Apostles. 

5: They were established in the minds of the 
Jews, by pride and bigotry in the extreme. 

6. They, with the rest of the Mosaic system, 
were universally considered by the Jews of that 
age, as designed to be perpetual. 

But notwithstanding all these high sanctions, 
and the unprecedented attachment of the Jews to 
these institutions, as the means of personal and 
national distinction, the Christian institutions above 
mentioned were introduced in their place, and to 
their annihilatiim. 

In the year fbrty-nine or fifty, the whole church 
at Jerusalem, consisting of the Aposties, Elders, 
and Brethren, decreed, that the Gentiles, whose 
memben^p in the Jewish Church, when prose- 
lyted, had before depended, equally with that of 
the Jews themselves, on an exact conformity to 
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these Mosaic institutions, should not be under any 
obligaticHi to observe them. This event may be 
considered as the annihilation of these institutions, 
in the Christian Church ; for, though the Naz- 
arsBan Christians appear with some others, to 
have continued Jewish observances after this 
period, yet a blow was then given to them, from 
which they never recovered. Many of the Jews 
appear to have totally neglected them, from this 
period, and, in spite of their former most bigoted 
adherence, to have viewed them as done away. 

On what principles can we account for this 
singular event? The Mosaic institutions were 
considered by all Christians, as being of divine 
authority ; and were publicly asserted to be so, by 
the Apostles, and by their Master. Could others 
be introduced into their place, which were not 
acknowledged to be of at least equal authority 1 

Baptism and the Lord's Supper were professed 
to be memorials of Christ's death and ef the cleans, 
ing of sin, by the effusion of his blood, declared to 
have been shed publicly at Jerusalem, and on the 
feast of the Passover, by the Roman government, 
and the Jewish Sanhedrim. Is it possible that 
Christ should not have been known thus to have 
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poured out his \Aood ; or that his sufferings should 
have been thus commemorated by those, who being 
constantly appealed to, as eye witnesses of his 
death, yet did not know that he had thus died ? 

The First day Sabbath was instituted immedi- 
ately afler the day of Pentecost, as a memorial of 
Christ's resurrection from the dead. Could Jews 
be supposed to unite in observing this institution, 
upoii such an appeal, if Christ had not been on the 
best grounds beUeved to have risen ; and if cir- 
cumstances, less extraordinary than those alleged, 
had accompanied his death and resurrection ; or 
if either were less convincingly attested, than is 
asserted in the Gospel? 

Is it possible that the Apostles could be even 
listened to, when proposing a form of worship, 
new, and entirely different from the splendid ritual 
of the Temple ; — a form of worship, of which the 
Aaronic Priesthood, sacrifices, and purifications 
were no part ; and in which all men were placed 
upon a level with the Jews, — all places made 
equally sacred with the Temple, and all penKHis 
with the Priests ; — a form of worship, in which 
universal humUeness and spirituality were substi. 
tuted in the room of unequalled pomp, and of ser- 
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vices rendered venerable and affecting by the 
most forcible exhibitions to sense and imagination ; 
unless Christ had been certainly known to have 
appeared, with proofs of a character, not equal 
only, but superior to that of Moses, and of an au- 
thority, fairly qualifying him to change what God 
himself was confessed to have once established i 

The same observations are, with the same force, 
i^plicable to the substitution of the Christian 
Church in the place of the«Jewish. 

Could the Invocation of the name of Jesus 
Christ, which, from Acts 7 : 56, is proved to 
have existed, and from 1 Cor. 1 : 1, 2 ; Acts 9 : 
14, 20, 21, and from various other passages, is 
proved to have existed so extensively, as to be- 
come a designation of Christians in general, have 
been adopted even by the Apostles themselves, 
and, much more by other Jews, unless facts as 
extraordinary as those recorded in the Gospels, 
had evidenced his character and mission, and 
proved him to be the Son of God, sent into this 
world to establish a new and perfect religion, and 
to accomplish the salvation of mankind ? 

All these institutions were professedly built on 
6* 
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facts, publicly appealed to, and whdly^ uncontra- 
dicted for ages ; facts of the most singular nature, 
and of the highest conceivable importance ; facts, 
professed to have existed as proofs of a most won. 
der^l mission of the most wonderful Person ever 
heard of in this world. The adoption of these in. 
stitutions, therefore, by those among whom these 
facts were declared to have existed, and who were 
appealed to as eye and ear witnesses of their ex. 
istence, while these facts were alleged, as the 
obligatory and only reasons for such adoption, ap«> 
pears to be an unanswerable proof, that the facts 
themselves existed, and of course that the Apostles 
have given a true testimony concerning them. At 
the same time, the adoption of them by the Jews, 
so circumstanced, and directly charged with bein^ 
the enemies, and, in some sense, the murderers of 
the Person who was thus commemorated and hon. 
ored, — a person who appeared always in the hum- 
blest life, and in a character so opposite to that of 
their expected Messiah, adds such a degree of 
weight to this evidence, as, one would imagine, 
must, if it were possible, even silence gainsaying. 

6. The only remaining proof of this point, which 
I shall now mention, is the apparent integrity of 
the narration itself; and this, because it is so obvi. 
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OU8, and so generally and easily understood, I shall 
consider in a summary manner. 

The integrity of this narration appears in the 
first place, in the frank manner in which the wri- 
ters record the low condition of their Master ; the 
contempt and opposition with which he met from 
the Jewish government and nation ; his sufferings 
and death, and the ignominy with which it was 
attended. Nothing was ever more unlike design, 
Uian this account, considered in all its parts. 

2. In the like frank exhibition of their own 
humble state and character, their errors and faults, 
their prejudices and debates, and the numerous in* 
stances in which they deservedly received reproof 
from the mouth of Christ. 

3.. In the peculiar simplicity and impartiality 
with which they record facts. Their narrations 
are mere narrations of facts, whether favorable or 
unfavorable to their cause. In neither case do 
they utter a comment, unless for mere explana* 
tion. There is no opinion pronounced, a single 
instance excepted ; no praise given by them to 
Christ ; no blame charged upon his enemies ; no 
expression of wonder at his miracles, nor of ab. 
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horrence at the injustice of his murderers ; noth- 
ing aggravated ; nothing diminished ; and, in a 
word, no appearance of those feelings, which 
could not but be excited by the events which they 
relate* On the contrary, they appear to have 
sacrificed every human feeling to the cause of 
truth, and to the obligations of duty. 

4. In the entire harmony which reigns through^ 
out their writings. They wrote at different times, 
and in different countries. The three first £van« 
gelists •appear never to have seen the Gospels of 
each other ; and John wrote more properly a sup- 
plement to their Gospels, than a formal narrative 
of the mission of Christ. That they wrote with- 
out any concert is certain from what they have 
written ; and that their writings entirely harmo* 
nize was never denied, unless from the love of the 
denial. In time, place, and circumstance, — in the 
characters, conduct, and manners of those whom 
they mention, there is an agreement which cannot 
be paralleled. Had the Gospels been falnricated 
by imposition, such could not have been their 
character. Truth is always consistent; ^sehood 
never. It is also to be observed, that all of them 
wrote several years after the facts which they 
have recorded, took place. Such an agreement 
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is, therefore, high and conviDcing evidence of the 
truth of their testimony. 

III. The testimony of the Apostles has been 
handed down to us uncorrupted. This I will en« 
deavor summarily to evince in the fdlowing obser- 
vations : 

1. The passages quoted by the ancient Chris- 
tian writers, and by the Heathen also, are generally 
quoted in the same words, and almost always have 
the same sense, which we find in passages now 
in the New Testament. 

A large part of the New Testament, and par. 
ticularly of the Historical books, miglU be obtained 
from these writers in the very words contained in 
our printed New Testaments. This, it is evident, 
would have been impossible had not all quoted 
from the same original writings. 

In many instances, however, their quotations 
are made in words differing, more or less, from 
those which are acknowledged by us. 

On this subject, it may be observed in the first 
place, that these writers often intentionally give 
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only the sense of the passage, as they severally 
understand it. Of course, judging differently, as 
we do, they necessarily wrote their different inter- 
pretations in terms somewhat differing. Most of 
the acknowledged terms are frequently preserved ; 
although in the instances now referred to, they 
are preserved rather to express the meaning hap- 
pily, than to accord exactly with the words of the 
Scriptural writers. 

2. Hence they differ, not unfrequently, from 
each other, in the terms which they use, al- 
though generally and easUy reconcileahle in the 
meaning. As this is done by those who visibly 
used and acknowledged the same Scriptures, and 
harmonized in their theologic^ sentiments, it is 
evident that their difference sprung from the 
3ource to which it is here attributed. 

3. As they knew that those to whom, and those 
for whom they wrote, had the New Testament, as 
weU as themselves, and as the authentici^'" of 
these books was not then caUed in question, they 

* The Authenticity of the New Testament at large was never 
called in question until the sixteenth century. 

7\oaUs*5 Boyl Lett. 
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quoted securely, from memory, knowing that if 
they made any mistakes, their readers, as well as 
their correspondents, could easily correct them. 

These quotations are oflen made merely to 
iUustrate a doctrine, or to enforce an exhortiiti<», 
reproof, or consolation ; and hence cannot be ex- 
pected to possess verbal exactness ; it being un- 
necessary to the purpose in hand. 

4. Among those who thus quoted, some were 
of more and some of less accurate characters ; 
and hence they quoted more or less exactly. 

5. Their own works, having passed through 
the hands of many transcribers, are now doubtless 
less exact, in this respect, than they originally 
were ; so that we may well be surprised to find 
their differences so few and so small. 

6. Still they are of trifling importance, and such 
as do not materially afiect a single doctrine, or 
fact. 

Perhaps it may be thought that most of those 
which are here called quotations, ought rath6r to 
be termed references. I have used the term quo- 
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tmtms, because it has appeared to me that the 
wnteni aimed to quote, but did it imperfectly, for 
the reaitons which are suggested. 

On this subject it ought further to be mentioDed, 
that many of these writers differed much in opin- 
ion, and disputed warmly concerning several doc. 
trines of high importance. We may, therefore, 
well be astonished, that the writers, of almost all 
sects, should so far agree in their quotations. So 
general was this agreement, to the time of Origen, 
diat, though possessed of more information, con- 
cerning this subject, than any, perhaps than all 
men living, he had never heard of any person, 
(Marcion, his fdlowers, the Yalentmians, and per- 
haps Leucius, excepted) who had corrupted the 
Scriptures. 

\ 

Nor ought it to be here forgotten, that these 
very differences are a standing proof, that there 
was not the least concert among Catholics or Her. 
etics, with respect to this matter, nor any design 
formed, or even thought of, to impose these books 
on the belief of mankind. On the contrary, they 
plainly conodered the books, as standing firmly on 
their own evidence ; and left men to receive, or 
to reject diem, as they should tlunk proper. 
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2. The singular reverence with which the an- 
cient Christians regarded the Scriptures, forbids 
even a suspicion that they wilfully corrupted 
them. 

Of this reverence some notice has been already 
taken. A few additional observations may, how. 
ever, be advantageously made. 

The Scriptures are now in every hand, are 
used as a school-book, quoted in ordinary conver- 
sation, and are questioned, opposed, and ridiculed 
by Infidels. Hence good men, although not at 
all shaken in their faith by these means, appear 
yet to regard these writings with less profound 
veneration than is observable in the ancient Chris- 
tians. By them the Scriptures were viewed with 
some such reverence, as would naturally be render- 
ed to God himself, manifested in this world, with 
glory becoming his character. A remarkable* 
specimen of this reverence, in the members of an 
ancient church, is recorded in a letter from St. 
Austin to St. Jerom. Jerom translated the Old 
Testament. The Bishop of the church mention, 
ed, used this translation, in divine service. In the 

* See Twells's Boyl. Lect. 
7 
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prophecy of Jonah, Jerom had rendered the He- 
brew word, translated Gourde by the Latin word 
Hcedera, In the former Latin translation, origin, 
ally used in this church, the same Hebrew word 
was rendered by the Latin word Cucurbita. When 
die Bishop read the passage, the people, perceiv. 
ing the word changed, were alarmed, and would 
have finally led the Bishop, if he had not consent, 
ed to restore the original word. Such was their 
watchfulness and jealousy, for the preservation of 
the purity of the Scriptures, even where no fact, 
doctrine, or precept, was materially concerned. 

Situated among persons of such a character, 
few men would dare to misquote, or corrupt ; and 
few would be inclined to do it if Ihey dared. 
Such corruptions also as existed, would be imme- 
diately detected, and regarded with the utmost de. 
testation. Thus the corruptions of Marcion were 
sounded throughout the Christian church, and his 
name consigned, for his villainy and impudence, 
to perpetual infamy. 

3. The Christian sects were numerous; and 
each watched over tlve conduct of the others with 
a careful, jealous, and prying attention. 
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If there were at any time, an especial tempta- 
tion wilAilly to misquote the Scriptures, we easily 
see that it would pecuUarly respect those passages 
, which were the favorite ones of particular sects, 
and which were supposed most to befriend their 
characteristical opinions ; but we also see that 
these would, by each sect, be watched with an 
eagle eye, and a continual apprehensiveness of 
danger. Hence arose an extreme difficulty in ac 
complishing a design of this nature, even if it 
were formed : a difficulty greatly increased by the 
warmth of strenuous controversy, and by the de- 
sire and the pride of victory. 

These considerations will Aimish us with an 
easy and suffik^ient explanation of a fact, otherwise 
very difficult to be explained, viz : the general and 
surprising agreement among so many persons thus 
differing and thus contending, found in their quo- 
tations of the Scriptures. 

4. The very great number and diffiision of the 
copies of the New Testament, rendered such cor- 
ruption, in any great degree, evidently impossible. 

Copies of this volume were, at an early period, 
numerous in Spain, France, Italy, Greece, Mace- 
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donioy Africa proper, Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Asia 
Minor, Armenia, and Persia. The general, appa- 
xant agreement of these copies is a demonstration, 
that very Uttle corruption has ever taken place in . 
these books. 

5. The Nevir Testament was early translated 
into several languages. 

The old Latin translation was made most 
probably in the first* or very early in the second 
century. Tertullian expressly declares, that there 
was a Latin version of the Gospels and Epistles 
existing in his time. 

Jerome's Version was done in the fourth cen- 
tury, and with great care, learning, and exactness : 

The first Syriac probably in the fourth : 

The second Syriac, and the Armenian, in the 
fifth : and 

The Coptic in the sixth century. 

* Michaelis affirms that do man of learning, Dr. Mill except- 
ed, denies this Version to have been done in the first century. 
See Travis^s Leuers to Gibbon ; from which this account of the 
Versions here mentioned is taken. 
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St. Austin declares, that all attempts to corrupt 
the Scriptures were in vain, because diey were 
then translated into so many languages ; were in 
the hands of people of every age and character ; 
and were so known, so esteemed, and so cele- 
brated. Anno Dom. three hundred and ninety, 
five. 

St. Chrysostom also declares. Anno Dom. three 
hundred and ninety-eight, that they were, in his 
time, already rendered in the languages of Britain, 
Syria, Egypt, Persia, and India ; and in the lan- 
guages of all people in general, whether Barba- 
rians or others. 

It may, perhaps, be both agreeable and useful, 
in this place to recite a passage from Theodoret, 
in which he refers to this subject. Anno Dom. 
four hundred and twenty-three. 

« I will compare the most celebrated lawgivera 
of the Greeks with our Fishermen, Publicans, and 
Tent-makers ; and shew the difference between 
them. The laws of the former were forgotten, 
soon after the death of those who enacted them, 
but the laws delivered by Fishermen have flour- 
ished and prevailed, and have been received, not 
7* 
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only by Greeks and Romans, but also by Scyth- 
ians, Persians, and other barbarians. The heralds 
of truth were not, indeed, masters of the Greek 
eloquence; but, filled with wisdom, they have 
carried the divine doctrine to all nations, and have 
filled the whole world with writings, containing 
instructions concerning religion and virtue. All 
men, leaving the dreams and speculations of Phi* 
losophers, now nourish themselves with the doc* 
trines of Fishermen and PubUcans, and study the 
writings of a Tent-maker. The seven Wise men 
of Greece are forgotten ; nor do the Greeks them- 
selves certainly know their names ; but Matthew, 
Bartholomew, and James, Moses, David, and 
Isaiah, with the other Prophets and Apostles, are 
known to all men, as well as the names of their 
own children. Whom did Xenophanes, Parme- 
nides, Pythagonus, Anaxagoras, or Speusippus 
leave as their successors in Philosophy ? What 
city follows the Laws of Plato's Republic ? You 
can shew none who now teach those doctrines ; 
but we can shew the power of the propheticcd and 
apostoUcal doctrines ; for the whole earth is filled 
with their words." 

«< The Hebrew writings (of the Old and New 
Testament) are translated not only into Greek 
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but into the liatin, Egyptian, Persian, Indian, Ar- 
menian, Scythian, and Samaritan; in a word, 
into all the languages used by the nations. Our 
Fishermen, Publicans, and Tent-makers, have 
persuaded not only Greeks, Romans, and Egyp- 
tians, but all nations of the earth. Nor are our 
doctrines understood by those only who preside in 
the churches, but by smiths, wool-combers, tailors, 
and artificers of all sorts, by women, and maid- 
servants. Nor do those only who dwell in cities, 
but the country people, also, understand, and are 
able to discourse concerning our doctrines ; they 
practise virtue, and shun vicious actions." 

'< God had before tried other methods. He 
taught all men by the wonderful frame of the uni- 
verse. The Jews he reclaimed by the Law and 
the Prophets. But a more effectual remedy was 
wanting ; and experience has shown the benefit 
of it. The whole world has now been enlighten, 
ed, and idolatry abolished. Greeks, Romans, Bar- 
barians, acknowledge a crucified Saviour." 

^ Compare these Fishermen and Publicans with 
the Greek and Roman Lawgivers. You will find 
that those Lawgivers could not persuade even 
their own neighbors to Uve according to their 



d by Google 



80 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 

laws ; but these Galilseans have persuaded not 
only Greeks and Romans to embrace the Law, 
and the Doctrine of the Gospel, but the subjects 
of the Roman Empire in general, together with 
Scythians, Samaritans, Indians, Ethiopians, Per- 
sians, Britons, and Germans. Indeed they have 
brought all nations, and men of all sorts, to re- 
ceive the Laws of a crucified man ; and that not 
by arms, soldiers, or Persian violence, but by rea- 
sonings and arguments, shewing the usefulness of 
those laws. People, whom Augustus and the 
whole power of the Roman Empire could not in- 
duce to receive their laws, venerate the writings 
of Peter, Paul, John, Matthew, Luke, and Mark, 
as if they had been sent down from Heaven." 

6. These books were also pubUcly read, in all 
the Christian assembUes throughout the world. 

This practice began, when the books were just 
received by the Christian churches. Paul* laid 
the pastors of the church at Thessalonica under 
an oath to cause his First Epistle to that church to 
he read to all the holy brethren, and directed the 

» See Dr. Macknight*8 New Translatioii of the Epistles, Prel. 

Essays, 2. 
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Colossians both to read the EpisUefrom Laodiceoj 
and to cause die Epistle to the Colossians to he 
read aUo in the church of the Laodiceans, And, 
with an immediate view to this purpose, several 
of the Epistles appear to have been inscribed ; one 
to the churches of Gaiatia ; another to the church 
of Corinth, and to all them, who, in every place, 
caU upon the name of Jesus Christ. 

This practice of pubUcly reading the Scriptures, 
originated by Moses, and sanctidned by ApostoUc 
authority, has continued to the present day. When 
we consider the character of those, before whom 
they were read, — men who so revered them as to 
be ready to lay down their lives for them, — ^who 
proportionally studied them, and who were to the 
last degree jealous of their purity, we cannot but 
see the corruption of them, even in one instance, 
rendered, by this practice, extremely difficult. 
Beyond all computation must the difficulty be in- 
creased of corrupting them so generally, as to 
produce any important effect. To induce so many 
persons, so remote in place, differing so much in 
character and opinion, and agreeing so entirely 
in the highest reverence for the Scriptures, to 
consent to any supposable set of corruptions, or to 
impose such corruptions generally on a body of 
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men so circumstanced, must have been too evident 
an impossibility to be seriously undertaken by any 
man, or men, however visionary or wicked. 

7. The number of Manuscripts of the New 
Testament, at present, or lately existing, is very 
considerable ; and these so generally agree, as to 
forbid all apprehensions, that these books have 
been materially corrupted. 

An accurate account of the Manuscripts of the 
New Testament cannot be expected from one, 
who is both removed from the places of their ex- 
istence, and unpossessed <of such books as contain 
a just exhibition of their number and character. 
At the same time, the following observations can- 
not be unacceptable to my readers. 

1. The Alexandrian'" Manuscript is unquestion. 
ably of very great antiquity. This Manuscript 
was given by C3nril Lucaris, Patriarch of Alexan- 
dria, when translated to the see of Constantinople, 
to Sir Thomas Roe, the British Embassador at the 
Porte, Anno Dom. sixteen hundred twenty-eight, 
and was declared by the Patriarch to have been 

* Lardner, Vol. 6. 
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written early in the fourth century, by Thecla, 
a noble Egyptian lady. By Dr. Grabe who has 
published a particular account of it, it is believed 
to have been written in the fourth, and by others 
in the fifth century. 

This Manuscript contains all the Cancmical 
books of both Testaments, and a catalogue of them 
all. It contains also several books of the Apoc 
rypha, and a few other writings of the Uke char« 
acter ; such as the ancient Christians esteemed 
useful, and read at times, in their pubUc assem- 
bUes : as we sometimes read the sermons of emi- 
nent divines in ours. There is not, as has been 
already observed, in all antiquity, the least evi- 
dence, that any writings, but those now esteemed 
Canonical, were ever so esteemed. On the con- 
trary, all others are placed in a totally different 
list and character. Yet many books of the fa- 
thers were, and very justly, accounted useful and 
edifying. 

*2. The New Testaments of Erasmus, Robert 
Stephens, Beza, and the Editors of Complutum, 
were collated with a great number of Manuscripts ; 

* See Travis's Letters to Gibbon. 
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and with a care and integrity which generally 
does the Editors the highest honor. 

'"d. That of Wetstein was formed from a con- 
sultation of sixty-five Manuscripts. All of them 
did not, however, contain the whole New Testa- 
ment. 

f 4. There are now regaining in public and 
private Ubraries, in Europe, more Manuscripts of 
the New Testament, of different ages, than of any 
other ancient writings whatever. Many of these 
are of great antiqmty. 

These Manuscripts may be considered, as hav- 
ing, by their general agreement, decided this 
question ; and as proving the ojnnicn of St. Au- 
gustine to be just, that it was impossible materially 
to corrupt the Scriptures. 

Thus have I finished the arguments, which I 
proposed to produce, in support of the Genuine- 
ness and Authenticity of the New Testament. 

* See Travis*^ Letters to Gibbon. 

f See Dr. Macknight*s New Translation of the Epistles, Prel. 
Essays, 2. 
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No question, perhaps, can be of more import- 
ance to the Divine Authority of the sacred Volume, 
than this. If its Genuineness and Authenticity be 
estabUshed, its Authority is also established. 

If there was such a person as Jesus Chbist ; 
if he was so bom ; if he so lived ; if he was so 
attested ; if he so preached, wrought miracles, 
died, rose from the dead, ascended to Heaven, 
commissioned his Apostles, and enabled them to 
preach, work miracles in his name, and erect his 
kingdom through the world, in the manner which 
they have related ; then he was the Son of God ; 
his Doctrines were true ; his Apostles were in- 
spired ; and his ReUgion is of Divine Original, 
and of Divine Authority. Mankind are, of course, 
bound to receive and obey it. Those who reject 
it, reject it at their peril ; and those who sincerely 
embrace it, are secured, beyond a hazard, in the 
certain future possession of its invaluable and im- 
mortal blessings. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Pr^ixed to the first London Edition of this Work* 



Readeb, 
If you are a believer in the Christianity, in 
which all Christians agree, however divided on 
other points, this short American defence of it, 
presents you with a series of arguments in its be- 
half, which will satisfy you that you have made 
a wise choice. If, on the other hand, you reject, 
or are indifferent about it, an attentive perusal may 
cause some hesitation, whether you have suffi. 
ciently weighed a matter of such importance. 
Not that you will meet with any thing that has 
not been observed before by our best writers, par- 
ticularly some now living. But its merit consists 
in the collection and arrangement of the materials 
for forming a just judgment, in compressing them 
into so small a compass, and proposing them in a 
manner so lively and familiar as to invite to more 
8* 
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serious reflection than might have been before 
bestowed upon them. 

Should there be noted any flaw or mistake, in 
any single circumstance, or part of the argument, 
this will not invalidate the rest. The force of the 
demonstration of the truth of the Gospel here ex- 
hibited, Ues in the amount and general consist- 
ency of the whole of the evidence produced for it. 
And how, fairly and candidly, to dispose of, and 
to account for, that mass of evidence, as here 
briefly sketched out, without lending credit to it, 
is not easy to see : it certainly never yet has been 
done. 

There is something very satisfactory, and not 
common, in what the writer advances concerning 
the miracles of Christ ; and in his refuting and 
exposing the inconsistency of those whom one 
often hears declaring, that ^ they are Christians, 
all but the miracles;" who, not being able to 
refuse their testimony to the superior moral char, 
acter of the Founder of our religion, and to the 
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lessons of the purest virtue delivered by him, 
'* profess, as our author speaks, to beUeve the 
history of our Lord's discourses, but reject that 
of his miracles." 

It is indeed this impregnable fort of the Grospel, 
the miraculous interposition of the Divine Being 
in its favor, which is the mark at which modern 
unbelievers aim, and bend all their forces to un- 
dermine it : but in vain. 

Their objections to the credi)n)ity of such di- 
vine interpositions, from the fondness of mankind 
for the marvellous, and their liableness to be im- 
posed on; their arguing, with Httle modesty, 
against the all-wise and benevolent Creator, mak- 
ing use of such a precarious, and doubtful proof 
of his will and designs ; and maintaining, that the 
laws of nature, which are his laws, being convin- 
cing, clear, and immutable, are suiSicient indica- 
tions of his will, and make all other revelation of 
it unnecessary: these, and many similar objec 
tions, too often proceeding from an extreme scep- 
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ticism, or the imaginations of a presumptuous 
philosophy, which tends to exclude the Deity 
from the worid he has made, all vanish away 
before the plain common sense and reason of 
men; which, although frequently deceived, has 
led them to discern, and give credit to extraordi- 
nary and miraculous facts, as to the most ordinary 
ones in their daily transactions ; when properly 
attested, when the evidence for them has been 
sufficient, and not loaded with any natural impos- 
sibilities and contradictions. But let me not detain 
you any longer from the pleasure and profit of 
inspecting this valuable little tract yourself. 
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*^ Le Clerc, in his Life of Erasmus, speaking 
of his Enchiridion Militis Christiani, recommends 
it to all military men as a Manual, which would 
teach them to unite the character of the Christian 
with that of the soldier. This small Tract may, 
in like manner, be recommended to young persons, 
as a Manual well adapted to defend them against 
the assaults of InfideUty, by furnishing them, with- 
in a small compass, with the leading arguments 
for the Christian faith. The matter is well arran- 
ged, and neatly expressed ; and the evidence is as 
satisfactorily stated as can be expected in general 
terms, without particular references and authori- 
ties." 
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AN ANSWER 

TO THE 

QUESTION, 

WHY ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN t 



INTRODUCTION. 

Not because I was bom in a Cbristian country, 
and educated in Christian principles; — ^not be- 
cause I find the illustrious Bacon, Boyle, Locke, 
Clarke, and Newton, among the professors and 
defenders of Christianity ; — ^nor merely because 
the system itself is so admiraUy calculated to 
mend and exalt human nature : but because the 
evidence accompanying the Gospel, has convinced 
me of its truth. The seeon<kry causes, assigned 
by unbelievers, do not, in my judgment, account 
for the rise, progress, and early triumphs of the 
Christian religion. Upon the principles of seep- 
ticism, I perceive an efiect without a cause. To 
my own reason, I therefore stand acquitted, though 
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I continue to believe and profess the religion of 
Jesus Christ. Arguing from effects to causes, I 
think, I have philosophy on my side ; and reduced 
to a choice of difficulties, I encounter not so many, 
in admitting the miracles ascribed to the Saviour, 
as in the arbitrary suppositions and conjectures of 
his enemies. 

That there once existed such a person as Jesus 
Christ ; that he appeared in Judea in the reign 
of Tiberius ; that he taught a system of morals, 
superior to any inculcated in the Jewish schools ; 
that he was crucified at Jerusalem ; and that 
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor, by whose 
sentence he was condemned and executed, are 
facts which no one can reasonably call in ques. 
tion. The most inveterate Deists admit them 
widiout difficulty. And indeed, to dispute these 
facts would be giving the lie to all history. As 
well migbt we deny the existence of Cicero, as 
that of a person by the name of Jesus Christ ; 
and with equal propriety might we call in ques. 
tion the orations of the former, as the discourses 
of the latter. We are morally certain, that the 
one entertained the Romans with his eloquence ; 
and that the other enlightened the Jews with his 
wisdom. But it is unnecessary to labor these 
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points, because they are generally conceded. — 
They who affect to despise the Evangelists and 
Apostles, profess to reverence Tacitus, Suetonius, 
and Pliny. And these eminent Romans bear tes- 
timony to several particulars, which relate to the 
person of Jesus Christ, his influence as the foun. 
der of a sect, and his crucifixion. From a defer- 
ence to human authority, all therefore acknowl- 
edge, that the Christian Religion derived its name 
from Jesus Christ. And many are so just to his 
merits, as to admit, that he taught better than 
Confucius ; and practised better than Socrates or 
Plato. 

But, I confess, my creed embraces many more 
articles. I believe, that Jesus Christ was not 
merely a teacher of virtue, but that he had a 
special commission to teach. I believe, that his 
doctrines are not the work of human reason, but 
divine communications to mankind. I believe, 
that he was authorized by God to proclaim for- 
giveness to the penitent ; and to reveal a state of 
immorta] glory and blessedness to those who fear 
God, and work righteousness. I believe, in short, 
the whole evangelic history, and by consequence, 
the divine original of Christianity, and the sacred 
authority of the Gospel. Others may reject these 
9 
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things as the fictions of human art or policy : but 
I assent to them from a full conviction of their 
truth. The grounds of this conviction, I shall 
assign in the course of this work ; and I shall 
undertake to show, why the objections of Infidel- 
ity, though they have often shocked my feelings, 
have never yet shaken my faith. 

To come then to the Question : Why are you a 
Christian ? I answer, because the Christian re- 
ligion carries with it internal marks of its truth ; 
because not only without the aid, but in opposi- 
tion to the civil authority, in opposition to the 
wit, the argument, and violence of its enemies, it 
made its way, and gained an establishment in the 
world ; because it exhibits the jaccomplishment of 
some prophecies, and presents others which have 
been since fulfilled ; and because its Author dis- 
played an example, and performed works which 
bespeak, not merely a superior, but a Divine char- 
acter. Upon these several facts, I ground my 
belief as a Christian ; and, till the evidence on 
which they rest can be invalidated by. counter 
evidence, I must retain my principles and my 
profession. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIANITY. 

First — I am a Christian, because the intrinsic 
excellency of Christianity points it out as a sys. 
tem worthy of my belief; because the laws which 
it prescribes, the spirit which it breathes, and the 
discoveries which it makes, are so admirably suit- 
ed to the constitution and circumstances of man, 
that I cannot reject it. The preceptive part of 
Christianity has been very generally approved. 
And how is it possible, that any one should seri- 
ously object to laws, which t«id to correct the 
errors, and reform the vices of human nature ; 
and to exalt the character of man to the highest 
stage of moral perfection ? 

If Christianity prescribed the austerities of the 
monk, the soUtude of the hermit, or the wander, 
ings of the pilgrim ; if it even gave countenance 
to such extravagancies, or allowed them the low. 
est degree of merit, I should esteem it a formida- 
ble objection to the system. But nothing of this 
description can be found in the writings of the 
Evangelists or Apostles. Those writings pour 
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contempt upon all superstitious practices ; and 
lead us to ascribe no value to any works, but those 
of true piety and virtue. They teach us to wor- 
ship God in spirit and in truth ; to love him su« 
premely ; to be grateful for his favors, and resign- 
ed to his dispensations ; to trust in his mercy, and 
rejoice in his government. They teach us to dis- 
miss all anxious cares and apprehensions ; and 
having employed the means, which infinite wis- 
dom has appointed, to leave the event with infinite 
goodness. They teach us to love our neighbor 
as ourselves ; to forgive him when he has injured 
us ; to bear with his infirmities, and to excuse his 
follies ; to weep with him in his distresses ; when 
he is in want, to afibrd him our assistance ; and 
to do to him, as we should think it fit and reason- 
able that he should do to us. They teach us to 
love even our enemies, so far at least, as to abstain 
from revenge ; and to render them offices of kind- 
ness, when their circumstances call for commise- 
ration. They teach us to govern our appetites 
and passions, to be chaste, humble, temperate, 
pure, and as much as possible, to be like our 
Father in Heaven, whose character is an assem- 
blage of every natural and moral perfection. — 
They teach children to reverence and obey their 
parents ; and parents to love, instruct, and provide 
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for their children. They teach the husband con- 
jugal fidelity and affection; and the wife, the 
peculiar duties of her station, and the amiable 
virtues which adorn the sex ; and bless the mar- 
riage union. They teach masters lenity, and ser- 
vants faithfulness. They teach rulers to exercise 
their authority for the pubhc good ; and persons 
in private life not to withhold honor and submis- 
sion from those, under whose wise and just admin- 
istration they lead quiet and peaceable lives. In 
a word, the affluent and the poor, the prosperous 
and the afflicted, the aged and the young, may all 
find their duty in the sacred books. And the 
duties, there enjoined, are such as the enlightened 
reason of every man must approve. 

These sublime lessons of morality are found in 
various parts of the New Testament. They en- 
rich the divine sermon on the mount. They are 
contained in the excellent parables delivered by 
Jesus Christ. I also find them in the discourses 
of the Apostles, and in their pastoral letters. I 
may say, wherever I open the Christian volume, 
I &id some direction, which, if properly observed, 
would render me a good neighbor, a good member 
of society, a good fiiend, and a good man ! Is it 
then possible for me to doubt the divine original 
9* 
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of a system, which furnishes such rules ; and con- 
templates so glorious an object ? 

If the prohibitions of Jesus Christ were univer- 
sally regarded, and his laws obeyed, what bles. 
sings would pour in on society ? There would be 
no wars among the nations of the earth. There 
would be no oppression. There would be neither 
tyrants nor slaves. Every ruler would be just ; 
eveiy citiz^i would be honest; every parent 
would be fidthful to his charge ; every child would 
be dutiful ; the purest affection would recommend 
domestic life ; and neighbors would be mutual 
blessings. Under the dominion of Christianity, 
envy, pride, and jealousy, would give way to the 
most enlarged benevolence. Human nature would 
recover its dignity ; and every man would reap 
the present reward of his own virtues. 

From these facts, others may draw their own 
conclusions : my inference is, that Christianity is 
true. I do not beUeve, that- such a system of 
morals can be the work of human wisdom. That 
these laws originated with God ; and that Jesus 
Christ was commissioned to promulgate them, ap- 
pears to me a much more rational supposition. 
The more I inspect them, the less am I inclined 
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to compliment human ingenuity with so glorious 
a production. If then, I continue to believe, in 
this age of refinement and free inquiry, it is be- 
cause I am unable to resist the evidence arising 
from the transcendent excellency of the Christian 
precepts. I think it infinitely more probable, that 
they should be a communication from God, than 
that philosophy should justly claim the honor of 
the invention. 

The doctrines of the Christian religion furnish 
an additional argument in its favor. They are 
such as appear worthy of God, and answerable to 
the natural expectations of men. The perfections 
of the Deity, his agency in the creation and gov* 
emment of the world, the conditions of his appro, 
bation, the consequences, and a future state of 
existence, are points, respecting which eveiy rea* 
sonable being would wish for information. And 
it is a fact, that the New Testament tiirows divine 
light on all these articles. It informs us that 
there is one God ; that he is infinitely holy, wise, 
benevolent, and just ; that he is self-existent and 
independent ; that his power is irresistible, and his 
presence universal ; that he made and upholds all 
worlds ; that he created the human species, and 
every inferior being ; that he is, moreover, their 
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preserver and benefactor; that he exercises a 
moral government over man; that he requires 
obedience . to his laws, and consequently, resents 
their infraction ; that forgiveness is posdble, and 
repentance and reformation the conditions ; that 
death is not utter destruction ; that all who die^ 
will live again ; that all who are rs^ed, will be 
judged ; and that there is a future state^ in which 
vice will be punished according to its malignity ; 
and in which virtue will shine with unfading lustre, 
and receive an everlasting reward. These are 
not useless speculations, but doctrines of infinite 
moment. They interest as well the heart, as the 
understanding ; and their influence extends both 
to our actions, and our enjoyments. 

It would be easy to produce the various passa^ 
ges, in which these points are maintained : but it 
is unnecessary ; as every one will allow them to 
be doctrines of Christianity. Whether the system 
be true or not, it certainly contains these articles. 

I would now put the question to every sober 
Theist, whether I must renounce either my under* 
standing or my creed ? Is there any thing incred* 
ible in this representation of Grod and man, of the 
demands of the one, and the destination of the 
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Other ? Must I offer an affront to my reason, if I 
believe in one God ; exercising the authority and 
possessed of all the glorious attributes, ascribed to 
him in the Christian writings ? Does my under, 
standing revolt from the Evangelical account of 
his providence and moral government ? That I 
should make it my study to obey him ; when guilty 
of disobedience, that I should repent and reform ; 
and that, as I behave, so I may expect to be 
treated ; is there any thing irrational in these doc. 
trines ? We read of a Mediator, and a rich variety 
of blessings dispensed through him ; and is not 
this agreeable to the established constitution of 
things in the world ? Do not temporal mercies 
oflen flow to us through the mediation of others ? 
May not many instances be produced, in which the 
political redemption of a nation has been accom- 
plished by the labors, or purchased by the blood 
of some virtuous patriot ? Is common sense insult, 
ed by the doctrine of a resurrection ? This has 
been asserted ; but with what reason, I never 
could conceive. When I examine the power and 
wisdom of God, they do not appear incompetent 
to such an effect. When I consider the divine 
goodness, I see nothing in the resurrection of man 
irreconcileable with that perfection. When I re- 
flect, that God formed the human body« and in- 
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spired the breath of life, I can easily believe, that 
he is able to raise us up at the last day. Before 
I can reject the resurrection of mankind, it must 
therefore be demonstrated, that the terms imply a 
contradiction. 

As to a future state of retribution, I would ask, 
what presumption there is against it ? We find, 
that we have already experienced great changes. 
Since our first introduction to this world, our ac 
tive and intellectual powers have gained strength 
as we have advanced towards maturity : and why 
may we not hereafter possess them in higher per- 
fection ? Why may we not move, not merely in a 
new, but in a nobler sphere ? As a moral govern- 
ment is evidently begun in this state, why may it 
not be completed in another ? In these expecta- 
tions, I think we are supported by the analogy of 
nature. As we have already existed in different 
states, new scenes may be in reserve for as ; and 
new capacities of action, enjoyment, and suffering 
may await us beyond the grave. 

Combining the doctrines and precepts of Chris- 
tianity, I am led then, to infer from them the truth 
of the system. Because the former are so im- 
portant, and the latter so beneficial ; because the 
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doctrines of Christ tend to make us so wise, and 
his laws so good, I am, in a manner, compelled 
to receive them as divine. Such is their supreme 
excellence, that I must ascend to Heaven for an 
adequate cause. I assent, therefore, most un. 
feignedly to those words of our Saviour, " My 
doctrine is not mine, hut bis who sent me." I do 
also assert, that, if there were not other evidence 
that our religion is from God, it would still be 
more reasonable to admit its claims to a divine 
original, than to reject them. 
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CHAPTER II. 

EVIDENCE ARISING FROM THE EARLY 
TRIUMPHS OF CHRISTIANITY. 

My faith, however, as a Christian, does not rest 
on this single foundation : I have other reasons 
for believing the Gospel. The early triumphs of 
Christianity furnish a second, and, in my view, 
a most weighty argument in support of my reli- 
gion ; and my conviction of its truth gains strength 
every time I examine its introduction, progress, 
and establishment in the world. Recurring to the 
period of its infancy, I find, that it made its way 
not only without the aid, but in opposition to the 
civil authority. I observe, that it rose superior 
to the wit, the argument, and the violence of its 
enemies. I perceive, that it baffled the arts of 
the Jewish priests and rulers; and supported 
itself against the rage of the multitude. When 
Heathens became its enemies and persecutors, I 
find their opposition as ineffectual as that of the 
Jews. Though it was the contempt and derision 
of the more leading characters in society, yet I 
take notice that it gained a wonderful ascendency 
over the human mind ; and at length became the 
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religion of the Roman world. These are facts : 
and how am I to account for them, if Christianity 
be a mere fable ? 

I can easily believe, that an imposture may sue. 
ceed, if it have the public prejudices, the learn, 
ing, wealth, and influence of the country, or the 
sword of the magistrate on its side. I never 
wondered, that the attempts of Mahomet to es. 
tablish his religion were crowned with success. 
When I peruse the Koran, and examine the iAa»- 
tenals of which it is composed ; — ^when I observe 
how much the work is indebted to the Jewish 
and Christian revelations ; — ^when I survey the 
particular part, which Mahomet, or his agentsi 
supplied ; — ^when I see, with how much art the 
whole is accommodated to the opinions and habits 
of Jews, Christians, and Pagans ; — when I con. 
sider what indulgencies it grants, and what future 
scenes it unfolds ; — ^when I advert to the pecu. 
liar circumstances of the times, when the author 
formed the vast design of assuming the royal and 
prophetic character ; — and more than all, when 
I contemplate the reformer at the head of a con. 
quering army, the Koran in one hand, and in the 
other, a sword, — ^I cannot be surprised at the 
civil and religious revolution, which has immor. 
10 
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talized his name. With his advantages, how 
could he fail of success ? Every thing favored the 
enterprize. The nations beheld a militaiy apos* 
tie ; and they, who were unconvinced by his ar- 
guments, trembled at his sword. 

But did Jesus Christ have recourse to such 
measures in order to estabhsh his rehgion ? Was 
he a general, or his apostles soldiers 1 In proof 
of his divine mission, did he affront the reason of 
mankind, by appeaUng to the sword ? Did the 
learning of the age come to his assistance ? IHd 
genius and eloquence plead his cause ? Were the 
principles of his religion such as would easily 
captivate persons of figure and fashion? Would 
wealth be partial to them ? It is granted, that the 
laws of Christianity are perfectly accommodated 
to the reasonable, and moral nature of man ; but 
did the habits of the age, in which they were 
promulgated, predispose the pubHc mind to re- 
ceive those laws ? Were the doctrines of the 
Grospel consonant to prevailing and popular opin. 
ions ? There is not a man, who has examined the 
life, the actions, and the religion of Jesus Christ, 
who will answer one of these queries in the 
affirmative. 
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In the whole compass of history, not any fact 
is better established than the pacific character of 
our great Master, and the inoflfensive measures 
by which he prosecuted his cause. He proclaim, 
ed the truths, and inculcated the duties of his re- 
ligion ; but he used no violence to make men be- 
lieve the one, or practise the other. He address- 
ed himself to the reason of mankind ; and then 
left them to make up their own judgment. At 
length he sufiered ; and his cause devolved upon 
certain persons who had attended upon his minis- 
try, and been witnesses of his actions. These 
persons, called apostles, went forth into the world ; 
and taught the same truths which they had learn- 
ed from their Master, and which he had sealed 
with his blood. In imitation of their great Pat- 
tern, they likewise applied, not to the passions, 
but to the reason of the age. With the Jews, 
they argued on their own principles ; and for the 
conviction of Gentiles, they appealed to facts. 
Not one of their enemies ever pretended, that 
more formidable weapons were employed by the 
Apostles in the Christian cause. How then shall 
we account for their success ? What induced seve- 
ral thousands of the Jewish nation to embrace 
Christianity ? Why did such multitudes of the 
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Gentile world forsake their superstitions ; and re- 
ceive the religion of the Gospel ? 

Was Christianity a popular system ? None could 
he less so. Did it open the way to a seat in the 
Sanhedrim, to the honors of the priesthood, or to 
an office under the Roman goyemmont? I never 
heard the insinuaticm. Was it an introducti<Ni to 
wealth or power ? It was the very reverse. Did 
it flatter any of the ruling passions of the human 
heart, or permit their gratification ? Every one, 
who has examined it, knows the contrary. If 
then, as the terms are generally understood, it was 
neither honoraUe, profitable, nor popular ; — if it 
was the derision of philosophy, and the contempt 
of learning ; — if the wit of the age was exerted 
against it ; — ^if the priesthood hated, and the magis- 
trate persecuted it, to what cause am I to ascribe 
the prevalence of Christianity ? Under all these 
disadvantages, what enabled it to keep its ground ? 
Upon one principle only can I account for this 
fact to my own satisfaction, and that is, the truth 
of the system, and the patronage of Heaven. I 
can betieve, that truth may triumph over the most 
formidable opposition ; and that God is able to 
defend his own cause. 
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For every phenomenon in nature, there must 
be a sufficient reason. This is a doctrine of phi- 
losophy ; and not only so, but a dictate of com- 
mon sense. Taking this principle for granted, I 
therefore, endeavor to account for the existence 
of Christianity. I find, that the religion of Jesus 
is not coeval with many events preserved in his- 
tory. By means of various records, which have 
escaped the ravages of time, t perceive, that 
less than eighteen centuries will carry me back 
to the age, in which this religion was first pro- 
posed to the world. By the confession of its ene- 
mies, it derived no support from the family connex- 
icms, outward circumstances, or fate of its Author. 
So far from it, all these things operated against 
it. Jesus Christ, though a very excellent, was, 
in the estimation of the world, a very obscure 
person. His family, though once exalted, had 
fallen into decay ; and his fate was as infamous 
as it was unmerited. His followers likewise, and 
those with whom he left his cause, were generally 
as obscure as their Master. They had not wealth, 
to give them importance. They were not men in 
power : nor were their natural abilities, or literary 
attainments so great, as to give them a decided 
superiority over their enemies. It is certain, there, 
fore, that Christianity did not owe its success to 
10* 
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any thing dazzling in the personal accomplish- 
ijfients or circumstances of its first preachers. 

Where then shall I look for the cause ? The 
religion of Christ did prevail ; though to persons 
of figure and influence, its Author was an object 
of contempt ; and though his fate was that <^ the 
vilest malefactor. It did make its way ; though 
its ministers were the farthest possible from that 
description of men, who take the lead in society ; 
whose opinions it is the pride of others to adopt ; 
and vfrhose example it is their amlHtion to follow* 
It did succeed ; though it bore an uniform testi- 
mony against all the impiety and immorality prac- 
tised in the world. Without flattering one disor- 
derly passion of the human heart, vnthout accom. 
modating itself to one corrupt habit, it triumphed 
over the prejudices of multitudes. Whilst its 
IMfofession was attended with every temporal dis- 
couragement, not only the provinces, but the very 
city of Rome abounded with Christians ! I ask 
the question once more, if Christianity be a fable, 
how am I to account for this revolution ? 

I well know the sdution which modem inge. 
nuity has proposed. Gibbon's secondary causes I 
have repeatedly examined, I would hope, with 
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impartiality ; I certainly have done it with atten- 
tion : but they never gave me satisfaction ; and 
for a reason, which the great Sir Isaac Newton 
shall assign. He says, that a cause must be 
known to exist ; and that it must be adequate to 
an effect, before it can be admitted into sound 
philosophy ; and before such effect can, with pro- 
priety, be referred to it. Now the causes, assign- 
ed by those who reject the Christian religion, ap- 
pear to want both these conditions. We have no 
proof that many of them ever existed ; and united, 
they seem utterly inadequate to explain the vari- 
ous appearances, and account for the phenomena, 
to which they have been appUed. I am, there- 
fore, a Christian, because the early conquests of 
Christianity will not suffer me to reject it as a 
fable. 
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CHAPTER III. 

EVIDENCE ARISINO FROH THE COM- 
PLETION OF PROPHECY. 

Though conclusive, these, however, are not 
the only arguments, which give authority to the 
Gospel. The completion of prophecy furnishes 
a THIRD reason for that reverence which I feel 
for Christianity ; and for my assent to it as a di- 
vine religion. In perusing the Jewii^ and Chris- 
tian writings, I find several predictions. Some of 
these preceded the Saviour ; and others were ut- 
tered by him. Some were accompUshed in him ; 
and others, in events which took place afler his 
appearing. Examples of each I shall first exhi- 
bit ; and then show, why they determine me to 
be a Christian. 

It was predicted that the Messiah should come, 
" before the sceptre departed from Judah :" and 
does not history confirm this prediction ? Did not 
Jesus Christ appear and suffer, before the Jewish 
government was subverted by the Romans? It 
was predicted, that " he should come whilst the 
second temple was standing ;" and that the house 
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should derive glory from the occasional visits o£ 
so great a character : and was not this prophecy 
fulfilled 1 It was predicted, that he should come 
" in four hundred and ninety years" from the time 
in which the city of the Jews should recover from 
the disgrace, under wluch it had lain during the 
captivity ; that he should << be cut off;" and that 
^ Jerusalem and the temple should be afterwards 
made desolate." Did not these things happen in 
the order, and at the period here described ? It 
was predicted, that in the age of the Messiah, 
many astonishing woriks should be performed : 
and were not such works performed by Jesus 
Christ ? At least, is it not an article in his history, 
that through his benevolent interposition, and in 
consequence of his supernatural powers, the blind 
received their sight, the lame walked, the deaf 
heard, the dumb spake, the sick recovered, and 
the dead revived ? Finally, it was predicted, that 
'< he should enter the holy city in triumph ;" that 
his enemies should there conspire against him ; 
that " he ^ould be sold for thirty pieces of silver ;" 
that " he should be scourged," and treated with 
every species of contempt ; that his persecutors 
should << spit upon him ;" that they should ^ pierce 
his hands and feet ;" that the spectators of his 
crucifixion should mock him ; that ^ the soldiers 



d by Google 



32 COMPLETION 

should draw lots for his garment ;" that he should 
be numbered with transgressors ; that << gall and 
vinegar" should be presented to him, when in hi£i 
last agonies ; and that he should << make his grave 
with the rich :" and in the history of Christ, have 
we not the completion of these prophecies ?— 
Comparing the predictions and the events, can we 
deny, that the latter are a perfect counterpart to 
the former? 

The person, whose fate was thus particularly 
foretold, was himself also a prq)het. On various 
occasions, he declared to his followers, that he 
should suffer a violent death. He predicted that 
his own countrymen would condemn him ; and 
the Gentiles execute the sentence. He foretold 
the cowardice of Peter, the treachery of Judas, 
the terror and. flight of all his disciples when he 
should be arrested, his resurrection from the grave, 
the effusion of the Holy Spirit, the destruction of 
Jerusalem and the ten>ple, with all the horrors 
attending it, the dispersion of the Jews, the per- 
secutions of his followers, and the success of the 
Gospel, notwithstanding the opposition, which 
would be made by its enemies : and, according to 
the records of that age, did not all these things 
come to pass ? Have we not the highest evidence, 
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which history can afford, that Jesus Christ both 
suffered, and triumphed in the manner, which he 
had before described 1 Were not his disciples 
hated of all men ? Were not the most wanton 
cruelties exercised upon them ? Did not the time 
come, when their extermination from the earth 
was contemplated as a sacrifice, which the honor 
of God, the interests of truth, and the good of 
society required ? Was not Jerusalem destroyed 
by the Romans ? As to the temple, did the resent- 
m^it of the conquering army leave one stone of 
that magnificent building on another ? Before 
their reduction, were not the sufferings of the 
Jews such as no other people had ever experien. 
ced? Afler that event, were they not dispersed 
among all nations ? Does not their dispersion still 
continue ; and are they not, at this very moment, 
a standing proof of his veracity, who predicted 
their ruin 1 When I compare the denunciations of 
Jesus Christ with the fate of the Jews, I am una- 
We to account for their conformity, if I reject his 
divine inspiration. The history of Josephus, who 
beheld the ruin of his country, comes in aid of the 
Evangelists ; and I feel the same confidence, that 
Christ foretold, as the historian related, this terri- 
ble event. 

Afler a cool and impartial examination of these 
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facts, can it be strange that I should profess my. 
self a Christian ? How can I reaost the evidence 
arising from tl^ completion of prophecy ? I find 
many predictions accomplished in Jesus Christ ; 
and many, which were uttered by him, I find in- 
ccmtestably verified by succeeding events* Will 
it satisfy my reason, to insinuate that this may be 
the work of chance ? Will it be sufficient to say, 
that the Author of our religion, and certain per- 
sons, who assumed the name of prophets, hap- 
pened to guess right ? To those, who have any 
acquaintance with the doctrine of chances, this 
insinuation will appear both in^ertinent and ab- 
surd* That there could not have been such a 
series of fortonate guesses, is a point capable of 
arithmetical demonstration. 

The man, who can persuade himself to admit 
this supposition, must, with a very ill-grace, ob- 
ject to the miracles, wonders, and signs, ascribed 
to Jesus Christ. He, of all persons, ought to be 
the last to charge others with creduUty. As to 
myself, I cannot believe that, some hundreds of 
years before the Saviour appeared, the peculiar 
circumstances of his life and death were guessed 
by some imposing diviner. I cannot be recmi. 
ciled to the supposition, that one, by mere accident, 
guessed that he would enter Jerusalem riding on 
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an ass, and be there sold for thirty pieces of silver ; 
another, that his enemies would pierce his hands 
and his feet, would mock his agonies, and cast 
lots for his garment ; a third, that he would be 
numbered with transgressors, and be laid in the 
tomb of a rich man. Such a wonderful resem- 
blance of mere conjecture and fact would exceed 
any prodigy recorded in the sacred volume. 

The same observation will' apply to the predic 
tions of Jesus Christ ; whether they relate to his 
own sufferings, or those of his devoted country. 
It is impossible that he should have described them 
with so much precision, tinless his mind had been 
divinely illuminated. The success of modem 
conjectures is well known : and if Jesus Christ 
be degraded to the rank of those, who have been 
most expert at guessiug, I must say, their talents 
will admit of no comparis(m with his. The art, 
if it was only an art, makes no figure at the pre- 
sent age. I must, therefore, conclude, that real 
predictions were uttered and accompUshed ; and 
I must draw from them the inference, that the 
system is divine, in support of which they have 
been urged. I have no other alternative, than 
either to admit this conclusion, or the most extra- 
vagant suppositions that ever disgraced the human 
mind. 

11 
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CHAPTER IV. 

EVIDENCE ARISING FROM THE CHAR- 
ACTER AND MIRACLES OF CHRIST. 

I HAVE a FOURTH reason for my belief and 
principles as a Christian : and that is, that the 
Author of my religion displayed an example, and 
performed works, which proclaim, not merely a 
superior, but a divine character. Human Ian- 
guage cannot do justice to the temper and morals 
of Jesus Christ. The excellency of thej one, and 
the purity of the other, render him an object 
worthy of our highest admiration. In how won- 
derful a manner, did he exempUfy his own moral 
lessons ? How divinely did he support his charac- 
ter, 33 the friend of mankind ? With what exqui- 
site tenderness did he conduct towards the mise- 
rable ? What patience did he display, under every 
species of provocation ? How condescending was 
he to the weak, how humble, how just, how ready 
to forgive his enemies, how benevolent to all ? 
What a sublime devotion possessed his heart ? In 
scenes of the deepest distress, how perfect was 
his resignation ? How amiably did he converse ? 
How unblamably did he live ? How nobly did he 
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die ? Can I reconcile the appearance of such 
virtue with the mean and interested views of an 
ambitious impostor ? Is it credible, that such pure 
streams should proceed from a corrupt fountain ? 

Many, who reject the claims, and deny the 
miracles of Jesus Christ, admit the moral excel- 
lency of his character. A greater inconsistency 
cannot be conceived ! What, is it of no offence 
against the laws of moraUty to appeal to works 
never performed ; and to pretend to the exercise 
of powers, which never existed ? Are deliberate 
falsehood, imposition, and hypocrisy, to be erased 
from the catalogue of crimes ? Is impiety no stain ? 
To die with an obstinate and inflexible adherence 
to false pretensions, is there nothing immoral in 
such behaviour ? I confess, I have very different 
views of right and wrong ; and I feel a strong 
conviction, that falsehood and deceit, for what- 
ever purpose they may be employed, and to what- 
ever end they may be directed, are to the last 
degree criminal and disgraceful. 

Yet, this accusation must be brought against 
Jesus Christ, if he did no miracles, and was only 
a self-commissioned reformer. He certamly did 
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profess to work miracles ; and he did appeal to 
them as divine attestations to his sacred character. 
If he insisted that he was sent of God to enlighten 
and save mankind, he was careful to add, ^^ The 
works which I do, they bear witness of me." — 
I must, therefore, deny that he was that excel- 
lent person, which some modem unbeUevers pro- 
fess to esteem him ; or, I must admit the reality 
of those miracles, to which he so often, and with 
so much solemnity, appealed. There is no other 
alternative. It cannot be, that he was a splendid 
pattern of pure and sublime morality ; whilst his 
mission and supernatural powers, were an artfid 
pretence. 

Reduced then, to the necessity either of ad- 
mitting, together with the moral excellencies, the 
miracles of Jesus, or of rejecting both, I can, 
without difficulty, make up my judgment. How- 
ever unphilosophical it may be thought, I am 
persuaded, that he '< did such works as no man 
could perform, unless God were with him." Yes, 
notwithstanding the metaphysics of some, and the 
sneers of others, I do beUeve that he appealed to 
facts, when he said, " The bUnd see ; the lame 
walk ; the lepers are cleansed ; the deaf hear ; 
and the dead are raised." God, who ordained 
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the laws of nature, can certainly control or sus- 
pend them. Nor is there any thing absurd in the 
supposition, that occasions may offer, on which 
such an application of almighty power may be 
worthy of God ; and reflect honor on his wisdom 
and benevolence. 

It is true, such interruptions of the general 
course of nature are not visiUe at the present age. 
Our eyes have never been gratified with the sight 
of a miracle : but this is no proof that the eyes 
of other men, in other ages, have imposed upon 
their understandings. The king of Siam, be- 
cause he had never seen ice, denied the possibili- 
ty of its existence. His narrow experience, un- 
der a burning sun, was opposed to the testimony 
of a credible witness. If this prince had been a 
metaphysician, with what a multipUcity of argu- 
ments, would he have encountered and overwhelm- 
ed the European, who related the effects of cold 
upon the waters of his country ? If he had been 
a philosopher, how learnedly would he have rea- 
soned upon the elementary particles of fluids ; and 
from the spherical form, how easily would he 
have demonstrated the impossibility of congela- 
tion 1 But what is logic, when opposed to fact ? 
II* 
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The miracles ascribed to Jesus Christ, and the 
Apostles, rest upon the same foundation with other 
articles, which we find in the narratives of his 
life. They have not come down to us through 
the channel of tradition ; but by means of a for- 
mal record, made by persons, who declare them, 
selves witnesses of the scenes which they de- 
scribe. Nor are they introduced into these re- 
cords merely by way of ornament ; or to animate 
a dull narration : they are an essential part of the 
work. In the same* page, we find the miracles 
and moral lessons of Jesus Christ. In the same 
artless manner, they are both related : for which 
reason, I feel myself unable to draw the line, 
where truth ends, and fiction begins. All my 
information concerning Jesus Christ, is derived 
from the same source. Where testimony is so 
explicit and circumstantial, I must, therefore, 
admit the whole ; or reject the whole. I mention 
this, because some have professed to believe the 
history of our Lord's discourses, whilst they de- 
nied that of his miracles : but these articles are 
so connected, that there can be no discrimination. 
If an Evangelist deserves credit, when he solemn, 
ly declares the things which he heard ; why not, 
when he as solemnly declares the facts which he 
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saw ? Why should I ascribe more veracity to his 
ears than to his eyes ? 

That the miracles of Jesus stand as fairly re- 
corded as his moral instructions, is not, however, 
my only reason for believing them. Certain 
events, which took place at the memorable period, 
when these miracles are said to have been exhi- 
bited, are a demonstration of their reality. I 
find, that multitudes, who had the best means of 
informing their minds on this subject ; and who 
could have detected the imposition, if any had 
been practised, were fully persuaded, that super- 
natural powers had been exercised by Christ and 
his Apostles. So strong was their conviction, that 
it overcame early habits ; and induced them to 
embrace the religious system which appealed to 
this evidence. Nor was this all : it overcame the 
apprehensions of contempt, of worldly losses, of 
every species of injury, and of a cruel and infa- 
mous death. Upon the principle of miracles, it 
is easy to account for this magnanimity : but, if 
the Christian record of miracles be a mere &ble, 
how came the conviction of their reality to take 
possession of so many fair and honest minds ; and 
to produce such astonishing effects? Why did 
they believe, who were placed beyond the reach 
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of imposition ; and who could have no motive to 
assent to the powers, claimed by the Founder, and 
first preachers of religion, but the certainty that 
they existed ? I am free to confess, that the faith 
of multitudes, situated as they were, has great 
influence in confirming my own. 

To pursue the argument : I believe the mira- 
cles recorded in the New Testament, because 
they were not called in question by early infidels. 
The Jews were compelled to own, that the pow- 
ers, occasionally exercised by Jesus Christ, were 
supernatural. " This man doeth many miracles,** 
was the confession even of the priests and Phari- 
sees ; and the modem Jews do not pretend to de. 
ny, that the Founder of the Christian sect per- 
formed many things, which no man could do^ 
unless he were assisted by invisible agents. To 
avoid, however, the consequences of such a con- 
cession, they both ascribe his miracles to an in- 
fernal cause. Succeeding unbelievers were like- 
wise as well convinced of this part of our Lord's 
history. Julian acknowledges, that Christ open- 
ed the eyes of the bUnd ; restored limbs to the 
lame ; and recovered demoniacs from their ma- 
lady : but he intimates, that these are not very 
extraordinary feats. Celsus, another violent ene- 
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my to Christiamty, not presuming to deny the 
mighty works of Jesus, endeavors to depreciate 
them, by pretending that he learned magic in 
Egjrpt. Besides, it is well known, that because 
the miracles of Christ could not be denied, at. 
tempts were made to eclipse their glory. Appol- 
lonius Tyanseus was brought into public view by 
two unbelievers, as a person, whose powers ex- 
ceeded those of Jesus. The concessions of 
Julian and Celsus, and this attempt to set up a 
rival to the Saviour, may be easily accounted for, 
if we admit that signs were displayed ; and mira- 
cles performed by him ; but if his supernatural 
powers were an artful pretence, why did not these 
adversaries publish the imposition ? They did not 
want sagacity to detect any unfair dealing ; and 
such a discovery would have given the triumph 
to their cause. That early unbelievers, and some 
of them persons of the most extensive in&nrma- 
tion ; that a Julian and a Celsus did not deny the 
miracles of Christ, is with m^ a very strong ar- 
gument in favor of those miracles. Comlnned 
with other evidence, this circumstance is suffi- 
cient for my conviction. 

Finally: The lying wonders, and pretended 
miracles of impostors, are a proof that supemat- 
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ural powers have been employed for religious 
purposes. This appears to be the just conclusion 
from these facts. Impostors would not have had 
recourse to such arts, if they had not known the 
success of real miracles. Would counterfeits 
have found their way into circulation, if there 
never had been genuine coin ? Did not the latter 
unquestionably suggest the former ? We may be 
assured, that pretended miracles would never 
have enriched the legend of a saint, if real mira- 
cles had never attracted the attention of mankind. 
Supernatural powers have been feigned in later 
times, because, in the primitive ages, such pow. 
ers really existed. Lying wonders, at the tomb 
of the Abbe De Pans, came in aid of his doubt- 
ful reputation, because the tomb of Christ was 
the scene of wonders and signs which gave im- 
mortal splendor to his character ; and ensure the 
final triumphs of his cause. 

I have now assigned the various reasons, on 
which J ground my assent to the miracles, which 
stand recorded in the Christian Volume. I be- 
lieve them, because they rest on the same his- 
toric evidence, with the moral instructions, and 
common facts, contained in that book. I believe 
them, because contemporary and subsequent 
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events were such as might have been expected, 
from the operation of miracles on the human 
mind. I believe them, because the early oppo- 
sers of Christianity did not call them in question. 
I believe them, because their reality appears to 
me, to be a fair deduction from many unsuccess. 
ful attempts to imitate, and to rival them. Thus 
convinced of the supernatural powers of Jesus 
Christ and the Apostles, I am persuaded that they 
spake by authority ; and consequently, that the 
religious system, which derives its name from 
the former, is not only superior to all -others, but 
that it is DivmE. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OBJECTIONS CONSIDEBED. 

With such force, do these arguments operate 
on my understanding, that I feel an increasing con- 
fidence in my principles as a Christian. The 
more I examine the evidences of my religion^ 
the more I am convinced, that it will not be over- 
thrown by the weapons usually employed against 
it The foundation which supports it, is not to 
be weakened by the shafts of wit ; nor are its 
pillars to be shaken by the breath of ridicule. 
I am sensible, that there is no subject which may 
not be placed in a ludicrous point of light ; as 
there is no character which may not be vilified. 
Religion, patriotism, chastity, and almost every 
moral and social virtue, have in their turn, been 
so exposed as to invite contempt. Soame Jenyns 
has discharged all his wit upon the bights of 
MAN, and the leading principles of a free govern- 
ment. If ridicule were the test of truth, his 
book would be unanswerable : but, though it 
abounds with wit, it contains not one argument ; 
and for this reason, the cause of civil freedom 
has suffered no injury from such an assailant. 
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Though republican principles be the butt of his 
ridicule, yet they command the highest respect, 
wherever they are seriously examined. The 
same observation may be applied to the subject 
of rehgion. To overthrow the faith of one, who 
has studied its evidence, arguments must be em- 
ployed, and not the false colorings of wit. Facts 
must be fairly and clearly disproved : otherwise, 
the Christian will retain his reverence for religion; 
and though ashamed of the disingenuity of an op« 
poser, he will not be ashamed of the Gospel. 

From the wit exerted upon Christianity, I now 
proceed to more sober objections : and I must say, 
that, however plausible they may seem at first, 
they do not, by any means, invalidate its evidence. 
Many of them are impertinent ; because they are 
levelled, not against the Christian Religion, but 
against its corruptions. Many more are suffi. 
ciently answered by an appeal to the constitution 
of nature ; and the degree of evidence upon 
which we act in general concerns. Some objec- 
tions, if admitted, w6uld overthrow the credit of 
all history : others, when pursued to their just 
consequences, would not only subvert the religion 
of Christ, but would bury natural religion in its 
ruins. 

12 
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In vain, then, are objections of this kind urged 
against Christianity. In vain am I reminded, that 
the Gospel was first preached to the multitude ; 
and not to the learned and wise. I know that 
there is as much fairness of mind in the former, 
as in the latter ; and, in regard to matters of fact, 
that they are as competent judges. In vain am I 
called to reflect, that false pretences to inspira- 
tion, and lying wonders, have, in all ages, been 
employed for political purposes : the fact I do not 
dispute ; but I deny the conclusion. Falsehoods 
are daily uttered ; but does it follow, that the 
truth is never spoken ? Because many counter- 
feits are in circulation, is there no unadulterated 
coin ? As I have before had occasion to observe, 
the various arts of religious imposition take their 
origin from real miracles, and a real inspiration. 
In vain am I told, that the Christian system is not 
universal ; and by consequence, cannot proceed 
from the common Parent of mankind. I know 
that reason is imparted in various degrees ; that 
the means of improvement, civil liberty, and all 
the outward blessings of Ufe, are bestowed in 
different measures on different objects : and yet, 
I am persuaded, that they all come from Grod. 
In vain is my attention called to the angry dis- 
putes of Christians, respecting the doctrines of the 
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Gospel. I am convinced, that such is the weak- 
ness of the human mind, disputes may arise on 
any subject. I hear men dispute on the princi- 
ples of government, the rights of citizens, and 
the nature and extent of civil hberty : and yet, I 
doubt not, that these rights, and this hberty, have 
a real foundation ; and that the end of govern- 
ment is their security. Why, then, should the 
disputes of Christians discredit the Gospel ? In 
vain is my faith insulted with the mortifying in- 
sinuation, that professors do not exemplify the 
virtues of their rehgion ; that their principles and 
practice are oflen at variance. I am sensible, 
that Christians are rational agents ; and that the 
influence of their rehgion is not compulsory, but 
moral. Why, then, should I be more surprised 
that the laws of the Gospel should be occasion- 
ally disregarded, than that the dictates of con- 
science, or the laws written on the heart, should 
not always maintain their authority ? In vain will 
any urge, to the prejudice of Christianity, the 
ambition of a priesthood ; and the various steps, 
by which the ministers of religion ascended from 
the condition of instructers, to that of oppressors. 
The Gospel, I am certain, gives no countenance 
to such abuses. So far from it, spiritual pride, 
and spiritual tyranny, are objects of its execra- 
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tion. I might go on to enumerate other popular 
objections against the system ; but he who has 
formed his ideas of Christianity from the writings 
of the Apostles and Evangelists, will be certain 
that its credit is not injured by them. 

As there is not any subject, which may not be 
turned into ridicule, neither is there any historical 
fact, against which many plausiUe objections may 
not be raised. Considering his power, influence, 
and popularity, the destruction of Ctesar, by the 
Roman senators, may be opposed with great in. 
genuity ; and many arguments may be brought to 
fix a suspicion on this part of ancient history. 
The execution of Charles the First, and the domi- 
nation of Cromwell, are likewise articles, which 
a logician might assail with many objections. — 
If a sceptic were so disposed, how easily mi^t 
he refute, (as the term is sometimes understood,) 
the American history of Independence ? He might 
contrast the naval and military strength, the riches 
and the population of Britain, with the poverty 
and weakness of the colonies : — he might also 
expatiate on the different principles, habits, inter, 
fering interests, and jealousies of the colonists ; — 
and subjoining the fears of some, and the strong 
attachment of others to their political parent, he 
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might, from the whole, show the incredibility of 
our revolution. Still, the glorious fact is a refu- 
tation of such reasonings. I must observe, that, 
in regard to historical relations, the testimony of 
one credible witness will outweigh millions of 
such objections, as a fruitful imagination may 
easily invent. 

This conviction never fails to accompany me, 
when I repair to the sacred Oracles. In the 
New Testament, I find a detail of instructions 
given, of wonders performed, and of futurities 
revealed. I am also entertained with a particular 
account of the sufferings, death, resurrection, and 
ascension of Jesus Christ. Other astonishing 
events are, likewise, as circumstantially related. 
The history containing these things appears to be 
as fairly written ; and to carry with it as sub- 
stantial proofs of its authenticity, as any history 
which has gained credit in the world. Do any 
ask, why I believe the antiquity of the Christian 
records? I answer, for the same reason that I 
believe the antiquity of Virgil's Poems, Caesar's 
Commentaries, or Sallust's Narrations : and that 
is, the concurrent testimony of all intervening 
ages. Do any ask, why I believe, that the seve. 
ral books were written by the persons whose 
12* 
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names they bear ? I answer, for the same reason 
that I beheve the Georgics to be the production 
of Virgil ; — ^Jerusalem Delivered, that of Tasso ; 
— ^Paradise Lost, that of Milton ; — an Essay upon 
the subject of Miracles, to be the work of Hume ; 
— and a Rejfutation of that Essay, the perform- 
ance of Campbell. Do any inquire, whether the 
sacred pages have not been greatly corrupted ? 
I answer, they have not been greatly corrupted ; 
as appears by a collation of the earliest manu. 
scripts, and an appeal to the earliest versions, 
and ancient fathers. So many corroborating cir- 
cumstances plead in favor of the Gospel, that I 
must either distrust all records ; or continue to 
admit the authenticity of those, which display the 
duty and hopes of a Christian. 
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CONCLUSION. 

The religion of Jesus Christ does not decline 
a fair examination. It consents to meet opposi- 
tion ; but, in the character of its opponent, it 
requires certain qualifications, which have not 
always appeared in the contest. It requires a 
large acquaintance with the system itself, an ac 
quaintance formed, not through the medium of 
human creeds, but by a direct application to the 
evangehc records. It requires also an extendve 
knowledge of the peculiar language, in which 
those records were originally composed, of the 
various readings grounded on different manu- 
scripts, of Heathen and Jewish testimonies, of 
the customs and moral state of those countries 
where Christianity was first published, of the 
concessions and objections of the earliest unbe- 
lievers, and of the general history of the church. 
Thus fiimished, several have attacked this reli- 
gion ; but the contest has generally terminated in 
their conviction. I know many instances, where 
men have opened the history of Christ with the 
disrespect of unbelievers ; and closed it with the 
reverence of Christians. 
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The prevailing sentiments of Americans will be 
naturally on the side of that religion, which has 
been the subject of this work. Its influence in 
the first settlement of the country, will not be 
soon effaced from their minds. Their republican 
principles will inspire a reverence for a system, 
which admits of no respect of persons ; but en. 
joins the same duties on all ; and opens to all, the 
same prospects of glory, honor, and immortahty. 
Its benevolent tendency, conspiring with its evi- 
dence, must ensure to it a ^edr examination. — 
* Those, who thus examine, even if they remain 
unconvinced, will consent, that others should cul- 
tivate its temper ; and follow its rules. They 
will not be displeased at seeing the virtue of their 
neighbors, directed and invigorated by Christian 
principles. Even though they may not see fit to 
adopt their language, yet they will, impute no 
uncommon weakness, credulity, or fanaticism to 
those, who say with the Apostle, " Lord, to 

WHOM SHALL WE 60? ThOU HAST THE WORDS 
OF ETERNAL LIFE." 
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PREFACE. 



<< In this Tract the argument is so short and 
clear, that the meanest capacity may understEuid 
it, and so forcible that no man has yet been found 
able to resist it. When it was first published^ 
some attempts were made ; but they soon came to 
nothing. It is briefly this. The Christian Reli- 
gion consists of facts and of doctrines, each de- 
pending on the other ; so that if the facts are true, 
the doctrines also must be true. Thus for exam- 
ple, the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a fact ; 
our resurrection is a doctrine : admit the fact, and 
the doctrine cannot be denied. The ascension of 
Jesus Christ is another fact ; his return to judge 
the world is a doctrine : if the fact is true, the 
doctrine must be so likewise. For, argues an 
Apostle, if the doctrine is not true, the fact must 
be 6ejse : if the dead rise not, then is not Christ 
raised. 
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" The truth of a matter of fact may be certainly 
known, if it be attended with certain marks, such 
as no false fact can possibly have. These marks 
are four : 

" It is required — First, that the matters of fact 
shall be such, as the reality of them may be ascer. 
tained, by external evidence. Secondly, that they 
shall be performed publicly. Thirdly, that not 
only public monuments shall be maintained in 
memory of them, but that some external deeds 
shall be performed. Fourthly, that such monu- 
ments, deeds, or observances, shall be instituted, 
and commence from the period in which the mat- 
ters of fact shall be transacted. — And it is Mr. 
Leslie's design to show, that all these four mwAiB 
meet in the facts of Christianity." 

The above is an abridged extract from the Rev- 
Mr. Jones's Preface to a late edition of tins 
Tract. 

What Mr. Jones has recorded, upon the author- 
ity of the late Dr. Bericeley, the son of the cele- 
brated Bishop of Cloyne, on the mil^yect of Dr. 
Middleton's persevering and unsuccessful hostility 
to this publication ought not wholly to be omitted : 
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<' Feeling how necessary it was to his princi- 
ples, that he should some way rid himself of Mr. 
Leslie's argument, he looked out for some Mae 
facts, to which the four marks might he applied ; 
and this he did for twenty years together, without 
being able to find one." 

With regard to the history of its Author, a 
brief narrative may suffice. He was the son of 
a Bishop of Clogher, of a good Scotch family ; 
and, as Chancellor of the diocese of Connor, ren- 
dered himself hi^y obnoxious to the Irish papists 
by his ardent and able disputations. Want of 
sympathy in reUgion, however, did not alieni^e his 
allegiance from his mfatuated sovereign, Jame II., 
upon his abdication ; and he accordingly lost all 
his preferments at the Revolution. This may ac- 
count for the whimsical toryism of his sweeping 
assertion, that "Whoever is capable of enter- 
taining heartily the notion of all power being in 
the people, and making th^m the original of gov- 
ernment, falls most commonly, not to say neces- 
sarily, into the other of Deism ; so that they are 
almost convertible terms !" 

He afterwards joined the Pretender in France, 
and accompanied him into Italy, with a view of 
13 
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convertiDg him to Protestantism ! But finding his 
endeavors ineffectual, and his treatment less cor- 
dial than he had a right to expect, he returned 
to Ireland, where he died in 1722. Two folio 
volumes were the result of his controversial 
labors. ^ 

His chain of inferences, from the great proof 
here adduced of the Scripture Miracles, he gives 
summarily in the above mentioned Vindication. — > 
" The Christian faith is, to beheve in Christ, as 
having made satisfaction for our sins by his per- 
feet obedience and sacrifice of himself upon the 
cross. And how shall a Deist have this faith, 
but by being convinced that Christ is this Saviour 
of the world ? And how shall he be so convinced^ 
bat by his works testifying that he was sent of 
God for this end ? And how shall he be satisfied 
of the truth of these works, but by such human 
testimony as is necessary to evince the truth of all 
other facts?" 

<* To those, observes Mr. Joi^es, in conclusion, 
who take this httle volume into their hands, I have 
only this short advice to give. I beseech them to 
remember that, if Christianity be true, it is tre- 
mendously true. All the great things, which' this 
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world can show, are as nothing in comparison of 
it. Heaven and Hell are the issae. Its facts, 
yet to come, are as certain as those that are past. 
For the trumpet shall sound,^ and the dead shall be 
raised, (1 Cor. 15 : 52 ;) the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall 
melt with fervent heat, (2 Pet. 3:10;) the angels 
shall gather together the elect of Christ from the 
four winds, (Matt. 24 : 31 ;) and every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God, (Rom. 14 : 
12.) A man must be stupified, if he can think on 
these things without fleeing from the wrath to 
come : and there is no way but in the beUef of 
Christianity, which this book teaches." 
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SHORT AND EASY METHOD 

^ WITH 

DEISTS. 



Sir, 

You request of me some short topic of reason, 
which shall demonstrate the truth of the Chris- 
tian Religion, that our Deists may be obliged 
to renounce their reason, or submit to a clear 
proof, from reason, of the divine Original of 
Christianity ; and this proof you wish may be 
such as no imposture can pretend to. 

In complying with your desire, I will take it 
for granted, that the truth of the doctrines of 
Christ will be sufficiently established, if the mat- 
ters of fact recorded of him in the Gospels are 
true ; for his miracles, if real, are undeniable tes- 
timonies of the TRUTH of his religion. And 
no one, it is presumed, will deny, if Moses con- 
13* 



d by Google 



10 Leslie's short method. 

ducted the children of Israel through the Red Sea, 
in the miraculous manner recorded in the book 
of Exodus, and performed those supernatural 
works ascribed to him in the Scriptures, that his 
mission was divine ;* for these facts afford us as 
ample testimony of it as can be required, and 
which every disbeliever will confess he would 
acquiesce in, had he personally beheld them ; it 
must, therefore, be of the utmost importance to 
prove those matters of fact* 

To effect which, I beg leave to premise such 
rules with respect to the truth of matters of fact 
in general, that when they all concur, such n^at^ 
ters of fact cannot be false. And also, to shew, 
that all these rules unite in the matters of CblcX of 
Moses and of Christ ; and that they do not agree, 
in matters of fact of the Heathen deities, of Ma* 
homet, nor of any other impostor. 

These rules are these : 

L That the matters of fact shall be such, as 
the reality of Uiem may be ascertained, by external 
evidence. 

* See Warburton and Lord Forbes, on the divine legation of 
Moses. 
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IL That they shall be performed publicly. 

III. That not only public monuments shjall be 
maintained in memory of them, but that some 
external deeds shall be performed. 

IV. That such monuments, deeds, or obser- 
vances, shall be instituted, and commence from 
the period in which the matters of fact shall be 
transacted. 

The two first rules render it impossible to im- 
pose fictions on men for matters of fact ; because 
every man's senses would detect the imposition. 
Should a person, for example, declare, that yes* 
terday he divided the Thames, in the presence of 
all the citizens of London, and conducted them 
to Southwark, on dry land ; and that in their 
passage, the waters stood as walls, on each side of 
them ; would it be posi^ble he could persuade 
the inhabitants -of this city, that this declaration 
was a fact? Would it not be contradicted by 
each of them ? No fallacy, therefore, of this kind, 
could have been imposed on men at the time 
when public matters of fact were said to have 
been transacted. 
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It remains to be considered, whether such mat- 
ters of fact might not be invented in some suc- 
ceeding period, when the men of a former gen- 
eration were extinct ; and whether, through the 
creduUty of after-ages, men might not have been 
induced to have beUeved, that actions were done 
in former ages which were not performed 1 But 
against such deception, the two last rcdes effectu- 
ally secure us ; for whenever such matters of 
fact should have been invented, if not only monu- 
ments were said to remain of them ; but also, that 
pubHc actions ai^d observances had been constant- 
ly used, since the matters of fact were said to have 
taken place, the deceit must have been detected 
through the non-appearance of these monuments, 
and from the experience also of all those in whose 
presence the matters of fact were said to have 
been transacted ; as they must have been sensi- 
ble thaf by them no such actions, nor observances 
had been noticed. 

Should I, for instance, invent a fiction, pur- 
porting, that a certain event took place a thou- 
sand years ago, I might, perhaps, prevail with 
some perscms to credit it. But should I also af- 
firm, that from the period of this event to the pre- 
sent day, every youth of a particular nation, at 
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the age of twelve years, had suffered a dissection 
of a joint of a certain finger, and that, therefore, 
every man in the nation was now^ destitute of a 
joint of such finger ; and that this institution was 
said to have been part of the matter of fact, 
done so many years ago ; appealed to as a proof 
and confirmation of it, and as having been con- 
stantly practised, in memory of such matter of 
fact, to the present time : let it be asked, wheUier, 
in such a case, it would be possible I should be 
believed ? Should I not be contradicted by every 
man, of this nation, who should not thus have 
lost a joint of his finger ? And the deprivation 
of which having been a part of my original mat. 
ter of fact, would it not demonstrate the whole to 
be false? 

I proceed now to shew, that the matters of fact 
of Moses and of Christ, have all the rules or 
marks above mentioned. With respect to Moses, 
it is imagined it will be granted, that he could 
not have persuaded six hundred thousand men, 
that he had brought them out of Egypt, through 
the Red Sea ; sustained them with food, in a 
wilderness forty years, in a miraculous manner ; 
and also, of divers other facts contained in his 
books, had they been false. He certainly most 
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hare imposed upon all their senses, if he could 
have prevailed with them to have given their 
assent to these things, had they heen unfounded in 
truth. Here then, we perceive an agreement of 
the first and second of the four marks. 

For the same reason, it would have been equal- 
ly impossibl(3 for him to have caused these people 
to have received his five books, as true, which 
declared, that all these things had been transacted 
in their presence, had they not been founded in 
truth. His language to them is very explicit. 
** And know you this day, said he, for I speak not 
with your children which have not known, and 
which have not seen the chastisement of the Lord 
your God ; his greatness ; his mighty hand, and 
his stretched-out arm ; and his miracles ; and his 
acts, which he did in the midst of £g3rpt, unto 
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, and unto all his land ; 
and what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto 
their horses, and to their chariots ; how he made 
the water of the Red Sea to overflow them as 
they pursued after you ; and how the Lord hath 
destroyed them unto this day ; and what he did 
unto you in the wilderness, until ye came into this 
place ; and what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, 
the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben ; how the 
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earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up^ 
and their households, and their tents, and all the 
suhstance that was in their possession, in the 
midst of all Israel ; but your eyes have seen all the 
great acts of the Lord." 

Will it be said, that these books were written 
in some age subsequent to that in which Moses 
lived, and that they were pubUshed under the au- 
thority of his name ? But such an imposition could 
not have succeeded ; because mention is made, in 
these books, that they were written hy Moses, and, 
by his command, deposited in the ark. '< And it 
came to pass, when Moses had made an end of 
writing the words of this law in a book, until they 
were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites 
who bare the ark of the covenant of the Lord, say- 
ing, take this book of the law, and put it in the 
side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your 
God, that it may be there for a witness against 
thee." A copy also of this book, was to remain 
with the king. " And it shall be, when he sitteth 
upon the throne of his kingdom, tjiat he shall write 
him a copy of this law in a book, out of that 
which is before the priests the Levites : and it 
shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the 
days of his life ; that he may learn to fear the 
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Lord his God, to keep all the words of this law 
and these statutes to do them." 

It is thus manifest, that this book of the law, de. 
Glares itself to be, not only an history of the Isra- 
elites in the days of Moses, but also the permanent 
and namicipal law and statutes of the Jewish na- 
tion, obligatory upon the king as well as the people* 

In whatever age, after Moses, it may be suppos« 
ed this book was forged, it is impossible it could 
have been received as genuine ; because it could 
not then have been found ; neither in the ark, nor 
with the king, nor in any other place ; and when 
first invented, all the Israelites must have kivown, 
that they had never heard of it before, and, there- 
fore, could not have believed it to have been the 
book of their statutes, and the invariable law of 
their land, which soon after their depcCrture from 
Egypt they had received, and by which they uni- 
formly had been governed. 

Could any man, at the present period, invent 
a book of statutes, or acts of parliament, for Eng- 
land, and cause it to be imposed upon the English 
nation as the only book of statutes they had ever 
known ? As impossible would it have been to have 
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caused the books of Moses, had they been iQvent. 
ed in any age after him, to have been receir. 
ed for what they mention themselves to be, the 
the statutes and municipal law of the Jews ; and 
to have persuaded these people, that they . had 
owned and acknowledged these books from the 
days of Moses to the time in which they should 
have been invented. For such a deception to have 
obtained, the Israelites must have bee 
have believed, that they had owned 
they had the least knowledge of them ! 
nation also, must, in an instant, have fc 
former laws and government, if the 
received these books, as their former 
be asked, if ever there was a book of 
thus in^osed on any nation ? With what reaso% 
then, can it be supposed, that the book of the Jew« 
ish laws, if spurious, could have been imposed on 
the Jews? Why will Deists suppose an occur- 
rence to have happened to these people, which, 
it is confessed, could not have happened to any 
other nation ? 

But the books. of Moses, it may b^ remaiiced, 

have a much greater evidence of their truth, than 

any other books of laws possess ; for they not only 

contain the laws of the Jewish nation, but also, an 

14 
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historical account of their institution, and mention 
that their laws were immediately reduced to prac 
tice ; particularly, that the festival of the pa^over 
was observed ;* that from the time it was ordain- 
ed, all the first-born in Israel were dedicated to 
God ;f that Aaron's rod, which budded, was pre- 
served in the ark, to commemorate the rebellion 
and destruction of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, 
and also, for the confirmation of the priesthood to 
the tribe of Levi 4 that the pot* of manna was 
likewise preserved to perpetuate the fact, that the 
Israelites were sustained, by manna, forty years in 
the wHdemess ;|| that the brazen serpent was kept 
in memory of the miraculous healing of the people 
of Israel, on their beholding it, when bitten by 
fiery serpents in the wilderness ;§ and also, that 
the ffeast of Pentecost was celebrateci.ir 

Besides these remembrances of particular ac- 
tions and eveirts, there were other solemn institu- 
tions to commemorate the deliverence of these 
people from Egyptian bondage ; their sabbath ; 
their daily sacrifices and yearly expiation ; their 
new moons, and various feasts and fasts ; so that 

• Numb. 8: 17, 18. f lb- 17. J Ex. 16 : M, &c. 

IJEx. 16:29. $Numb.21:9. tEx.23:16. 
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there were yearly, monthly, weekly, and daily 
rememhrandes and observances of certain things 
and occurrences. 

The books of Moses likewise mention, that a 
particular tribe was appointed and consecrated by 
God, as his priests ; by whom the sacrifices of the 
people were to be offered, and these solemn insti- 
tutions to be celebrated, and that it was death for 
any other person to sacrifice at the ahar ; that 
the high priest wore a mitre and magnificent 
robes, of God's own appointment, with the mirac- 
ulous urim and thummim in his breast-plate, from 
which the Divine responses were given ; that, at 
his word, the king, and all the people, were to go 
out and come in ; that the Levites were the chief 
judges, even in all civil cases, and that it was a 
forfeiture of life to resist their sentence* At what 
time soever it may be supposed, that these books 
were forged, after the death of Mooes, it is impos- 
sible they could have been received by the Jews 
as genuine, unless they could have been induced 
to have believed, that they had received them from 
their fathers ; had been instructed in then^ Ivhen 
they were chOdren, and had taught them to their 
children ; and also, that they had been circumcis- 
ed, and did circumcise their children, in pursuance 
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to what was commanded in these books ; that they 
had observed the yeariy passover, the new moonsy 
the weekly sabbath, and •all those various feasts, 
fasts, and ceremonies enjoined in these books : 
and further, that they had never eaten any swine's 
flesh, nor other meat prohibited in these books ; 
that they had a magniflc^it tabernacle, with a 
priesthood to administer in it, which was confined 
to the tribe of Levi, over whom was placed an 
high priest, invested with great prerogatives, whose 
death only could give deliverance to those who 
had fled to the cities of refuge. But altogether 
impossible would it have been to have persuaded 
^ whole nation, that they had known and praetis. 
ed all these things, if the contrary had been die 
fact ; or to have received a book as true thi^ de- 
clared they had practised them, and, as a confir- 
mation of the declaration, appealed to their prac- 
tice ! Here, therefore, is a concurrence of the 
third and fourth of the marics before menticmed. 

Let us now descend to the utmost degree of sup- 
position ; that these things were practised before 
the books of Moses were supposed to have been 
forged ; and that they imposed on the nation, in 
causing them to believe, that they had regarded 
these observances in memory of certain things in- 
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% 
serted in these books. But will not the same im- 
possibilities occur here, as in the former case ? For 
we must conclude, that the Jews must have kept 
all these observances in memory of no object, or 
without having had any knowledge of their origin- 
al, or any reason why they kept them ; whereas 
these observances very particularly expressed the 
reasons why they were instituted ; that the pass« 
over, for instance, was ordained to commemorate 
God's passing over the children of the IsraeUtes, 
in the night in which he slew all the first-bom of 
the Elgyptians. Let it be supposed, though entire- 
ly contrary to the truth, that the Jews were not 
informed of any reascm why they regarded these 
observances ; in such case, would it have been 
possible to have persuaded them to have beUeved, 
that they had kept these observances in memory 
of facts they had never had any knowledge of? 

Should a person now invent some romantic sto- 
ry, which declared, that certain strange things 
were transacted a thousand years ago, and, in 
confirmation of this tale, endeavor to persuade the 
Christian world, that they had, during this period, 
observed the first day of the week in memory of 
AppoUonius, Barcosbas, or Mahomet; that they 
had been all baptized in his name, sworn by 
14* 
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his name, and upon a book which the said per- 
son had forged, and which to them was before 
miknown, in their public courts of judicature ; 
that this book had been their gospel and their law^ 
which they had for a thousand years past, univer- 
sally received and owned, and no other ; I would 
ask a Deist, whether he thinks it possible that such 
a deception could be imposed on Ihe Christian 
world ? But as impossible would it have been to 
have caused the books of Moses to have been im- 
posed on the Jewish nation, had they been forged ! 

As the union of these four marks affords a cer. 
tainty of a matter of fact, it prevents also, the i|^. 
position of any fabulous hock upon men, at what 
period soever invented ; whether at the time in 
which the matters of fact it relates were said to 
have happened, or in any succeeding age. 

It is well known, for example, there is a stone- 
henge in Salisbury Plain ; but no man knows the 
reason why those great stones were placed there ; 
by whom, or in memory of what event. Should, 
however, a book be written, and it be asserted 
therein, that these stones were set up by Hercules 
or Polyphemus, in memory of some of their ac. 
tions. And, to confirm this assertion, should it 



d by Google 



Leslie's short method. 28 

be mentioned in this book, that it was written 
when such actions were perfonned, and by the 
very actors themselves, or those who were eye- 
witnesses of the facts ; and that this book had 
been received as true, and quoted by authors, of 
the first reputation, in all ages since it was wrote ; 
that this book was also well known in England, 
and enjoined, by act of parliament, to be taught to 
our children ; that we did teach it to our children, 
and had been taught it ourselves, when in a state 
of childhood. Suffer it to be asked, whether a 
book 80 devoid of truth, could be imposed on the 
people of England ? And, should the author of it, 
insist upon its being genuine, whether, instead of 
believing it to be so, they would not have reason 
to beUeve it was expedient he should be sent to 
bedlam? 

Let us now compare this ideal transaction with 
the stonehenge, if I may be allowed so to call it, 
or twelve great stones set up at Gilgal. It is 
mentioned, that one reason why these etoaes were 
set up was, that << they might be a sign among the 
people of Israel, that when their children should 
ask their fathers, in time to come, saying, what 
mean ye by these stones ? That then they should^ 
answer them ; that the waters of Jordan were cut 
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off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 
when it passed over Jordan, and that these stones 
should be a memorial unto the children of Israel 
for ever." The thing, in memory of which these 
stones were erected, was such as could not pos- 
sibly have been imposed on the Jewish nation, at 
the time when it was said to have been done ; it 
was, indeed as wonderful and miraculous, as their 
passage through the Red Sea. This event lock 
place at noon-day, in the presence of the whole 
nation ; and when the waters of Jordan were di- 
vided, it was not at any low ebb, but at a time 
when the river overflowed all its banks. As soon 
as the " feet of the priests that bare the ark were 
dipped in the water, the waters which came down 
from above, stood and rose up upon an heap, very 
far from the city of Adam, that is beside Zaretan ; 
and those that came down toward the sea of the 
plain, even the salt-sea, failed and were cut off; 
and the people passed over against Jericho : tho 
priests stood in the midst of Jordan, tiU all the 
armies of Israel had passed over. And it came to 
pass, when the priests that bare the ark of the cov- 
enant of the Lord, were come up out of the midst 
of Jordan, and the soles of the priests' feet were 
lifted up upon the dry land, that the waters of Jor- 
dan returned unto their place, and flowed over all 
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its banks as they did before. And the people 
came up out of Jordan, on the tenth day of the 
first month, and encamped in Gilgal, on the east 
side of Jericho ; and these twelve stones which 
they took out of Jordan, did Joshua pitch in Gil« 
gal. And he spake unto the children of Israel, 
saying ; when your children shall ask their fathers 
in time to come, saying ; what mean these stones ? 
Then shall ye let your children know, saying ; 
Israel came over this Jordan on dry land. For 
the Lord your God dried up the waters of Jordan 
from before you, until ye passed over ; as the 
Lord your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried 
up from before us, until we were g(«e over ; that 
all the people of the earth might know the hai»i 
of the Lord that it is mighty ; that ye might fear 
the Lord your God for ever." 

But let it be supposed, that the passage over 
Jordan, as here related, was fictitious ; that these 
stones, at Gilgal, were Erected upon some other 
occasion, in some subsequent age ; that then some 
person invented the book of Joshua, and said it was 
written by Joshua himself, when this event hap- 
pened, and that the author of this bo<^ offered this 
stonehenge, at Gilgal, as a testimony of its truth ; 
would not the Jews have said to him, " we know 
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the stonehenge at Giigal, but we were, until now, 
wholly unacquainted with the reason for it ; nor 
have we had any previous knowledge of this book 
of Joshua ! Where hath it been deposited for so 
many ages ? and how came you in possession of 
it afler so long a period ? But this book of Joshua 
informs us, that it was commanded, that this pas- 
sage over Jordan should be taught to our children, 
from age to age ; and, therefore, that th^y were 
always to be instructed in the meaning of the 
stonehenge at Gilgal, as a memorial of this mi- 
raculous passage over Jordan ! It is, however, 
manifest, that we were never instructed in this 
fact when we were children ; nor did we ev^ 
teach it to our children ! It is not probaMe that so 
remaricable an event could have been forgotten, 
while so uncommon a stonehenge continued, which 
was erected for that end only, and, therefore, it is 
evident that this book cannot be genuine, but must 
have been writtai by some person, in some age 
after the death of Joshua !" 

If no such imposition, as that above mention- 
ed, respecting the stonehenge at Salisbury Plain, 
could be palmed upon the people of England, how 
much less could the Jews have been imposed on 
with regard to the stonehenge ^ at Gilgal? If 
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where we know not the reason of a bare mon- 
ument, such a false reason cannot be imposed 
on men, how much more impossible would it be 
to impose upon us, in actions and observances, 
which we celebrate in memory of particular 
events? How impossible to cause us to forget 
those events which we daily commemorate, and 
to persuade u^ that we had always kept such in- 
stitutions in memory of things we never had any 
knowledge of ? 

If we perceive it thus impossible for us to be- 
come dupes to an imposition, even in things which 
have not all the four marks, how much more im- 
possible is it that any deceit should attend the 
thing in which all these marks concur ? 

But all these marks meet in the matters of fact, 
which are recorded in the Gospels, rei^ecting 
Christ, as well as the matters of fact of the Old 
Testament, which relate to Moses. 

The Gospels declare, that the works and mira- 
cles of Christ were done publicly, in the face of 
the world ;* and the Acts of the Apostles men- 

♦John 18: 29. 
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tion, that three thoasand persons, at one tune,"' 
and above five thousand at another period,f wove 
converted to Christianity, upon conviction of what 
they had seen, and what had been publicly trans- 
acted before them, wherein it was impossible to 
have imposed upon them. Here, therefore, is an 
agreement of the two first of the four rules. 

The other two concur in baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, which were instituted by Christ himsdf^ 
and designed to be perpetuated in the Christian 
church to the latest period of time; and they 
have been, since their institution, uniformly ob- 
served by the Christian world. Christ ordained 
ministers to preach and admini^r these sacra- 
ments, and to govern his church, << even to the 
end of the world." Accordingly, they have con- 
tinued, in regular succession, to this day, and, no 
doubt, will thus continue, until the final consum- 
mation of aU things ; the existence, therefore, of 
the Christisn clergy, is as notorious a matter of 
fact, as was the tribe of Levi, among the Jews. 
The Gospel is also as much a law to Christians, 
with respect to their religious conduct, as was the 
book of Moses to the Jews ; and as it is a part of 

*Acts2:41. t Acts4:4. ^ 
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the matters of fact related in the Gospel, that 
such an order of men was appointed by Christ, 
and to continue to the end pf the worid, if the 
Gospel was a fiction, and invented some ages 
after Christ, at the time it was invented, there 
could not have been any such order of clergy, 
derived from the institution of Christ, which must 
have contradicted the Gospel, and demonstrated 
it to have been false* 

The pretended matters of fact of Mahomet, and 
and what is fabled of the heathen deities, all want 
some of these four rules, whereby the certainty 
of matters of fact is demonstrated. Mahomet did 
not pretend to have wrought miracles, as he him- 
self declares ;* and those which, by some, are 
said to have been performed by him, are regarded 
by Mahometans as legendary fables, and, as such, 
they are rejected by the wise and learned among 
them.f But those nliracles related of Mahomet, 
possess not the two first rules before mentioned ; 
for his pretended converse with the moon ; his 
mersa or night journey from Mecca to Jerusalem, 
and firom thence to heaven, were not performed in 

* Koran, chap, vi., &,c. 

f Prideaux*s Life of Mahomet, p. 34. 

15 
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the presence of any one. The same may be said 
of the fables of the heathen gods ; of Mercury's 
stealing sheep, for instance; and of Jupiter's 
changing himself into a bull. But such relations 
are most senseless, and wholly unworthy the at- 
tention of reasonable beings ! 

You may challenge, sir, all the Deists in the 
world, to produce any action that is fabulous, in 
which all these four marks unite or agree ! The 
histories contained in the book of Exodus and 
in the Gospels, could never have been received, 
had they not been true ; because the institution 
of the Jewish and Christian priesthoods ; of the 
sabbath ; of the passover ; of circumcision ; of 
baptism, and other ordinances, are therein related 
*as having descended, without interruption, from 
the period of their commencement. As impossi- 
ble would it have been, to have persuaded men, 
that they had been circumcised and baptized, and 
had circumcised and baptized their children ; cel- 
ebrated passovers, sabbaths, and sacraments, un- 
der the government and administration of a cer- 
tain order of priests, if they had no knowledge 
of these things, as it would have been, to have 
caused them to have believed, that they had passed 
through a sea and a river upon dry land ; seen 
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the dead raised, and divers miracles performed, 
when they were entirely unacquainted with these 
facts ! But without having believed these things, 
it is impossible that the books of Moses and the 
Gospels should have been received ! For the truth 
of the matters of fact contained in these books 
and in the Gospels, was required to be believed 
by men, only as they had seen such facts ; an ap. 
peal having been made to their senses for the truth 
oi these facts. This circumstance rendered it im- 
possible for any person to have invented such ac- 
counts in after ages, without having been detected 
of falsehood when the falsities were invented; 
and as impossible also, would it have been to have 
imposed upon mankind, when such public matters 
of fact were said to have had their origin. 

It undoubtedly concerns Deists, if they wish to 
be considered as men of reason, to shew some 
matter of fact of former ages, which they admit 
to be true, that has a greater evidence of its truth 
than the matters of fact of Moses and of Christ, 
or they cannot, with any appearance of reason, 
reject the latter, and yet retain the former ! 

But the matters of fact of Moses and Christ, it 
may be observed, have such evidences of their 
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authenticity, as no other matters of fieict, of those 
times possess, however true ; and Deists may be 
called upon to prove any forgery in which all 
these four marks unite ! 

This is a short issue, and fully determines the 
case ! Let them choose the most probable of all 
the fables of the heathen deities, or actions of 
the founder of any religion, and see whether in 
any such fables, or actions, these four marks con- 
cur ! If not, and if unaUe to disprove the matters 
of fact contained in the Scriptures, let them revere 
the dictates of reason ; reverence truth, and sub- 
mit to the irrefragable certainty of the Christian 
religion ! 
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From Rev, Samuel H, Riddel^ Pastor qf the First Church 
in Glastenhury, 

Glastenburt, June 15, 1836. 
Messrs. P. B. Gleason & Co. 

I AM glad to learn, by your note of June 3d, that it is your 
intention to publish a little Manual on the Evidences of Chris- 
tianity, suitable to be used as a pocket or a parlor companion. 
I have been much interested in the perusal of the two short 
and comprehensive treatises, which you propose to comprise in 
the volume ; and think them exceedingly well adapted to its 
practical and popular design. 

The »* Discourse on the Genuineness and Authenticity of the 
New Testament," by Dr. Dwight, can require no recommenda- 
tion to the religious public, otlier than that of his venerated 
name ; and, as I conclude, from the date of its publication, 
that it must have been for many years out of circulation, atkast 
in a separate form, its republication at the present time, in an 
attractive style of execution, cannot foil to be in a high degree 
acceptable and useful. 

The other treatise, by Dr. Clarke, formerly of Boston, will 
be a very suitable accompaniment to that of Dr. Dwight The 
following testimony to its merits, by the late President Willard, 
of Harvard University, appears to roe to be pertinent and just : 
" The Treatise in defence of Christianity, entitled » Why are 
you a Christian ?* is, perhaps, as valuable a piece as has been 
written within tlie same compass. By its conciseness it is well 
adapted to being dispersed, and by its perspicuity and pertinence 
happily calculated to convince and confirm. It is highly esteem- 
ed, not only on this, but on the other side of the Atlantic. — 
Three editions of the work have been printed in England." 
15* 
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The Evidences of Ghrisdaiuty constitute a most important 
branch of knowledge for the young of all classes ; and with such 
pleasing helps as these at hand, the subject may possess a charm 
for the inquisitive mind, scarcely inferior to that which the sub- 
ject of Natural Theology has derived from the lucid and beauti- 
ful illustrations of Paley, and of our own Gallaudet The im- 
portance of furnishing the youth of our country, especially Young 
Men, settling in the great YaUey of the West, with the means 
of defending and enforcing the proo& of the Christian religion 
against the cavils of Infidels, caimot be too deeply felt at the 
present day. I wish, that among other publications justly en- 
titled to this distinction, the one which you contemplate, what- 
ever the title presented to the eye of the purchaser, might be 
selected by every Young Man as his Own Book. 

Yours respectfully, S. R. RIDDEL. 

From Rev. Horace Hooker, Editor of the Connecticut 

Ohttrver, 
Fbom a hasty examination of the two small Treatises referred 
to by Rev. Mr. Riddel, I conour fully in the views which he 
su^ests. H. HOOKER. 

Hartford, June 27, 1836. 

From Rev. Joel Hawes, D. X)., Pastor of the Firtt Church 
in Hartford, 

1 HAVE read with much satisfaction the two Treatises above 
named. That by Dr. Dwight is most excellent. It comprises 
within a small compass the most important facts contained in 
the woiks of Lardner and several other authors whose works are 
rare, and it should be in the hands of every person who wishes 
to see in a condensed and luminous form, the historical aigu. 
ment for the truth of Christianity. The Treatise by Dr. Clarke 
is clear, simple, concise, and as satisflBictory, perhaps, as the 
argument could well be made in so small a compass. 

Hartford, June 30, 1836. J. HA WES. 
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From Rev, Samuel Springs Pastor of the Church in East 
Hartford, 
The publishers of the above named Treatises will, in my 
opinion, render a valuable service to the cause of truth and 
religion, by the accomplishment of their design. 

SAMUEL SPRING. 
East Hartford, June 27, 1836. 



From Rev, Thomas H, Oallaudet, 
It affords me much satis&ction to express my cordial concur- 
rence in the above recommendations, believing that the worits 
referred to in them, will be among the most useful that can be 
presented to the public, and of peculiar benefit to the Youth of 
our country. What more valuable book can a Neither give to 
his son, or employers of our young men to those who are under 
their care ? 

T. H. GALLAUDET. 
Hartford, June 28, 1836. 



From Rev. Horace BushneU, Pastor of the Jforth Church 
in Hartford, 
WrrB the above 1 heartily concur. 

HORACE BUSHNELL. 
Hartford, June 28, 1836. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



From Rev. JVathanid S. Wheaton, D. D., late President of 
Washington College, Hartford. 

Dr. DwiGHT^ft Discourse on the ** Genuineness and Authen- 
ticily of the New Testament" exhibits, in a more condensed 
form and a clearer and more logical method, than any work 
with which I am acquainted, the principal arguments in support 
of the Christian Religion ; while the still more concise and lively 
manner in which they are stated by Dr. Clarke, must render his 
Treatise peculiarly well adapted for general circulation. If to 
these be added Leslie's well known " Short and Easy Method," 
which, I understand, is contemplated by the Publishers, the 
** Young Man^s Manual** will contain as satisfactory an exhi- 
bition of the reasons of the Cbri8tian*8 hope, as perhaps can be 
found within the same compass. Their publication at this time 
will not be the less useful, that the battle with Infidelity roust be 
fought, in this country at least, on the ground of the Inspiration 
of the Scriptures, rather than of their external evidences ; since 
any controversy concerning their authority in matters of fiiith * 
necessarily involves the question whether they are genuine and 
authentic. 

Hartford, Sept 12, 1837. n. S. WHEATON. 



From Reo. JSTathanid TV. Taylor, D. D., Prof, qf Theology in 
Yale CoUege, J^ew Haven. 

I FULLY believe, that the volume which you propose to publiih, 
under the title of** Young Man*8 Manual,** is fitted to be highly 
useful, especially to the youth of our country ; and that the 
friends of Christianity, are called on, as for as may be, to pro' 
mote its circulation. 

Yale ColL Sept 15, 1837. NATh'l. W. TAYLOR. 
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FVom Rev, Thomas E. Vermilye, Pastor of the Reformed Pro- 
testant Dutch Church, Albany. 

I VERT cbeerfuUy recommend to my friends and the Christian 
public, the little work, entitled " Young Man's Manual." The 
authorship of Dr. Dwight is a sufficient guarantee of the excel- 
lence of the first Treatise : and the second is a plain and direct 
and admirable statement of the principal topics under which the 
Evidences of Christianity have been arranged. " Leslie's Short 
Method," (which it is proposed to connect with these,) is so 
generaUy and so ^vorably known. as to need no recommenda- 
tion. I cannot but regard such publications as very seasooable, 
and these as adapted to be very useful. 

Sept. 11, 1837. THOMAS E. VBRMILYE. 



From Rev, Dr. Howes. 
Leslie's " Short Method" is above all praise, and adds much 
to the value of the present edition of this little work. 
Hartford, Aug. 23, 1837. j. haWES. 



From Reo. S. H. Riddel 

I AM much pleased to learn that the second edition of the 
Toung Man's Manual will be enriched by the addition of 
" Leslie's Short Method with Deists." As an argument for 
Christianity it is not inferior, inr clearness and force, to any 
which 1 have ever met, with ; and is peculiarly capable of 
popular application. 

Hartford, Sept. 8, 1837. S. H. RIDDEL. 



From Rev, Dr. Campbell^ Albany, 
1 HAVE great pleasure in adding to that of the gentlemen who 
have recommended it, my testimony to the excellence of the 
works contained in this volume. In my judgment few bopks 
could be put into circulation at the present time with a better 
prospect of usefulness. 

Albany, Sept 11, 1837. j. n. CAMPBELL. 
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From Rev. Robert Tumbull, Pastor of the Svuth Baptist 
Church in Hartford. 

The Young Man's Manual is, in my estimation, a book well 
adapted to the object for which it is intended. It contains, 
within a small compass, and in a cheap form, the principal 
arguments for the truth of Christianity, a subject with which 
our young men cannot be too fully acquainted. The treatise 
by Dr. Dwight is clear and satisfactory. The reply to the ques- 
tion, " Why are you a Christian ?" by Dr. John Clarke, is ad- 
mirable. The style is perspicuous and terse, and the argument 
close and convincing. Leslie's " Short Method with the Deists" 
is too well known to require any recommendation. Infidels 
affect to despise it, but it has never been answered, and we 
venture to predict, never will. I have much pleasure in giving 
my testimony in favor of the little volume containing the above 
treatises, and hope it will have an extensive circulation. 

Sept 23, 1837. ROBERT TURNBULL. 



From Rev, H. Ban^s^ of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Hartford. 

From the hasty perusal of the little Manual you left with me, 
I am persuaded, if carefully read and studied, it will prove use- 
ful to families and individuals ; especially is it adapted to the 
youth of our country at this time. Should you add " Leslie's 
Short Method with the Deists" to Dr. Dwight's and Dr. Clarke's, 
I think it would be still more interesting and useful It should 
be in the hands of every youth in the land. 

Sept. 22, 1837. H. BANGS. 



From Rev. L JV. Wyckoff, Albany, 
It would be superfluous to recommend virgin gold to him who 
wants a substance current throughout the world : So these tracts 
need no recommendation. Read and you will be satisfied. 
Albany, Sept 11, 1837. i. n. wYCKOFT* 
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From Rev, George Burgess^ Rector of Christ Churchy 
Hartford, 

I AM almost ashamed to appear as if I thought that such wri- 
ters as Leslie and Dwight could need any introduction to the 
public. But being requested to give my opinion of the three 
little treatises to be comprised in the " Young Man^s Manual," 
I can say no less than that they are amongst the very best of the 
many good tracts on the Evidences of Christianity. 

GEORGE BURGESS. 

Hartford, Sept, 25, 1837. 



From Rev, Wilbur FUk, D, JD., President of the Wesleyan 
University, Middletown, • 

Permit me to return my acknowledgments for your little 
volume, called the "Young Man's Manual." The book is ex- 
cellent, much needed, and well calculated to benefit the rising 
generation, and especially the Young Men of our country. The 
reputation of " Leslie's Short Method," which you propose to 
put in the next edition, is too well known .to need my recom- 
mendation. I have just received a copy of it in French, into 
which it has been lately translated and published in Paris, for 
the benefit of the youth of France — so highly is the work esteem- 
• ed in Europe. W. FISK. 

Wesleyan University, Sept. 25, 1837. 



**In this day, when young men, especially, have so 
many temptations to scepticism and infidelity, such a 
Manual as this, coming forth in an attractive, though 
cheap form, is peculiarly appropriate ; and we cannot but 
hope that it will be extensively read by every young 
fienort,"— Hartford Watchman, 
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^^ We should regard this volume as a viduable present 
to Young Men, at any period ; — but it is specially so at 
the present time, when Infidelity is insinuating itself into 
every part of our land. This little duodecimo, by the 
blessing of heaven, may establish many a young man 
firmly on the foundation of truth. We commend it to 
the notice of those who wish for a Manual, in a concise 
form, and engaging style, on the Evidences of Chris- 
tianity." — Conn. Observer. 

" This little Manual comprises the prominent Eviden- 
ces of Christianity, both external and internal, and its 
value is certified by testimonials from a number of our 
most learned and distinguished divines." — 

Jf.Y.Com.Ado.. 

" This is no/ one of the ten thousand good-^or-nothing, 
and worse than good-for-nothing books, which are poured 
like a deluge upon the community, at the present day. 
It is admirably adapted to an all important object,r— that 
of fortifying the youthful mind against the assaults of 
Infidelity. Nor is it on thi^ account a needless book ; 
for however comparatively few of such writings might 
have been needed in our country in by-gone days, they * 
are now indispensable to every family, imd every Sun- 
day School Library." — Christian Secretary, 
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